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By Ella Myrthil
The city of Canton, Ohio is home to numerous 

restaurants, cafes and activities. Part of the Malone culture 
is its surrounding city and the opportunity students have 
to explore Canton. The local spots referenced in this article 
are enjoyed regularly by faculty, staff and students, and 
all are either within walking distance or a 15-minute drive 
from campus. 

Two of the Malone community’s favorite restaurants are 
BJ’s Brewhouse and Milk and Honey.

“I love to go [to BJ’s Brewhouse] with friends on Tuesday 
nights; it’s something I have enjoyed all four years while 
being at Malone,” Rachel 
Chesnes, senior criminal 
and restorative justice 
major, said. 

Every Tuesday, BJ’s 
Brewhouse sells their 
popular “pizookie” desserts 
for only $3, even though 
they are usually priced at 
$7. It is not uncommon 
to see groups of Malone 
students lined up inside 
of BJ’s Brewhouse on 
a Tuesday night. The 
featured dessert is ice 
cream and toppings atop a 
decadent cookie, brownie 
or monkey bread base baked into a pan that’s perfect to 
share or eat alone.

“Superman ice cream is my go-to when I visit Milk and 
Honey!” Delaney Major, senior communications arts major, 
said. This local restaurant combined with an ice cream and 
candy shop is located on Cleveland Avenue only one mile 
from campus.

Malone faculty and staff also enjoy the area’s local dining 
and love to offer suggestions to students.

“Grinders has food for everyone!” Rev. Dr. Linda Leon, 
director of spiritual formation, said about Grinders Above 
and Beyond, an all-American cuisine restaurant located 
in North Canton. “I have found there is something for 
everyone there, even when I bring people from out of town.”

“If you are looking for a cute date night atmosphere — 
Basil Asian Bistro is right downtown and is perfect,” Emily 
Deinert, housing coordinator, said. Basil Asian Bistro is 
particularly popular for its avocado curry and Thai rolls.

“Heggy’s has the best candies and treats, [and] my personal 
favorite is their buttered french fries,” Dienert said. Heggy's 
Candy Company is also located on Cleveland Avenue. 

“Visiting this shop is definitely a ‘Canton-thing-to-do’!”
In addition to restaurants and dessert places, Canton 

coffee shops are a big part of the Malone experience.
Muggswigz is a coffee and tea shop in downtown Canton. 

Open seven days a week, it provides a nice study spot only 
two and a half miles from campus. This local coffee shop 
sells vegan and gluten-free pastries as well.
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Milk and Honey, One of Canton's Many Hidden Gems. Photo by Annie Kadlecek

Another nearby coffee shop has become something of a 
campus legend between its place as many students’ favorite 
cafe and its frequent visits to Emma’s Lounge. 

“I love everything at Walkie Talkie, especially their Ginger 
and Gold drink — it’s delicious!” Brittany Knoch, senior 
exercise major, said. Owned and run by Malone graduates, 
Walkie Talkie Espresso and Coffee is located just one mile 
from campus, encouraging students to make a trip on foot 
with a friend.  

Tremont Coffee Company, another coffee shop in Canton, 
has a few locations in other cities as well. Their extensive 

menu consists of cold brews, 
lattes, seasonal drinks, 
pastries and more. 

“[Tremont Coffee 
Company’s] peanut butter 
latte is amazing!” Olivia 
Ogle, senior business 
administration major, said of 
her favorite local coffee shop.

Major claims that Hazel 
and Rye Artisan Baking 
Company has the best coffee 
and macarons in Canton. At 
their new location inside 
the downtown Huntington 
building, this bakery is only 
a nine-minute drive from 

campus.
For a more upscale dining and coffee experience, the trip 

to The Bistro and The Stillhouse at Gervasi is well worth it. 
They feature a collection of beautiful buildings, restaurants, 
outdoor patios and an extensive menu.

“Not only does everything taste good, but the old Italian 
cathedral design makes it beautiful inside,” Knoch said of 
Canton’s Gervasi. “There is even a running and walking trail 
around the lake at Gervasi — it is beautiful all year round.”

Canton has more to offer than just its restaurants and 
cafes, however. There are many indoor and outdoor 
activities and opportunities to add to any weekend plans. 

Madison Rekstis, junior intervention specialist education 
major, has lived in Canton her whole life. Recently, she has 
discovered Milestone Games downtown and recommends 
it to everyone. With only a $5 cost to enter, a wide selection 
of board games are then available to play the entire day.

“There are all sorts of board games lined up on the wall 
inside!” Rekstis said. “If you don’t know how to play a 
certain game, it’s okay because the workers can explain 
them all to you.” Milestone Games also sells appetizers and 
drinks to enjoy while playing their games.

Hannah Robinson, junior music production and bible 
and theology double major, has lived in Canton her whole 
life as well. Ohio Tea Company is one of her all-time favorite 
places to visit. The store sells over 400 loose leaf teas, herbs 
and accessories from different parts of the world.

Pastor Michael Wallace of Christ Presbyterian Church in 
Canton, Ohio, started the  Canton Corona Bible Project. The 
project invites volunteers to work together to handwrite the 
entire bible as an artifact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Malone University has accepted the responsibility to 
write out the book of Isaiah to contribute to the project. 
Malone’s Director of Spiritual Formation Linda Leon is the 
liaison for the school’s involvement. 

“Our goal is to write out the words of the Bible, as an act of 
meditation and worship, in light of our questions and fears, 
but also our hope and trust as a testimony to this time of 
crisis,” the project’s website says.

 “The ultimate goal is less product [and more] journey … 
The intended purpose is to give individuals centered time to 
really engage in scripture, but also to slow down,” Wallace 
said. “I find especially in my own reading … so often I think 

‘I know this’ and I can scan through it.
“Writing down the scriptures is so good. It's a really good 

tactic to slow down and write it out. You really start to pick 
up more [and] you can meditate on it,” Wallace said. 

“It’s not just about a reproduction [of Scripture], it’s about 
enlivening or … bringing Scripture to life from our own 
perspective,” said Leon.

The idea of a handwritten bible as a pandemic artifact 
started in the St. Gallen Cathedral in Switzerland. The 
idea was duplicated in a presbyterian church in Nebraska. 
Wallace got the inspiration for this project from both of 
these organizations.

Upon accepting the offer to join the Canton Corona Bible 
Project, Leon first reached out to Malone’s English and 
visual arts departments, then to faculty, staff and students 
at large to recruit volunteers to reach Malone’s goal. The 
response has been immense, with chapters being reserved 
quicker than Leon thought they would be.

Leon plans to finish up any chapters that are left behind, 
but has reserved at least one for herself in case there are 
none.

Malone is one organization that has taken on an entire 
book to handwrite, but other books of the Bible have 
been claimed by organizations such as Walsh University. 
Individuals can sign up to write out chapters of the New 
Testament, and organizations can contact Wallace to 
reserve a book to handwrite. 

Individuals and volunteers within participating 
organizations follow a standardized yet customizable 
template in which they write out the chapter they have 
selected. It can be viewed on the website listed at the end 
of this article.

At the end of the chapter that a participant has 
handwritten, there is a place for the participant to put 
their name and some biographical information. This serves 
to highlight the spirit of togetherness that the project is 
designed to provide.
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To ensure the day was extra special, the event incorporated 
even more ways for Abbuhl to live out her dreams. 

“Originally [Rylee] knew that she would be part of the 
scrimmage and being able to throw the first pitch, but 
what she didn't know was that the whole day was planned 
around her picking a school, so she didn't know she'd be 
recruited,” Lexi Betz, sophomore infielder, said. “Then 
we did the recruitment, played the game, and then after 
she didn't know that she would actually be signing like a 
national letter of intent.” 

The Malone softball team organized additional surprises 
for Abbuhl beyond the event itself as well. 

“We asked a bunch of schools from all around the United 
States to send in videos of encouragement to Rylee, just to 
let her know there's other people who have her back and 
that they’re there supporting her and praying for her,” 
McKelley said. “It's over 40 minutes of video of all these 
different colleges letting Rylee know how much they are 
inspired by her bravery and how amazing they think she is.”

Bennett and Betz described the wide, tight-knit softball 
community across the nation they discovered through 
participating in lots of travel and high school softball teams 
before college. The entire Malone team asked for and 
received videos and gifts from teams all across the country 

— from Ohio State University to University of California, 
Los Angeles, and even some Olympians. 

Rylee Abbuhl, a 10-year-old girl from Canton, Ohio, has 
been diagnosed with a terminal illness that causes her 
central nervous system to fail — a process that has already 
begun. One of Rylee’s biggest dreams is to play college 
softball. When Adrianna McKelley, freshman pitcher at 
Malone, heard about Abbuhl’s wish, she knew she had to 
act.

McKelley heard about Abbuhl through McKelley’s 
neighbor, who is on Abbuhl’s travel softball team. This 
neighbor suggested that the Malone softball team might 
try to make it possible for Abbuhl to throw the first pitch 
at a Malone softball game, but when McKelley brought the 
idea to Coach Kathryn Bzdafka, the two committed to doing 
much more. 

Within a week, Malone’s and Walsh’s softball teams 
came together to host an event where Abbuhl could fulfill 
her dream of playing college softball. Walsh’s coach and 
softball team secured a donation of normally-pricey time 
to utilize the Hall of Fame Fitness Center, as well as t-shirts 
donations from Dumonts Sporting Goods. 

Abbuhl played other roles during the event in addition to 
throwing the first pitch of the game.

 “[When] we got to the game, [Rylee] went to the coaches’ 
meeting,” Lauren Bennett, sophomore infielder, said. “She 
relayed the information as if she were a coach [and] she 
threw out the first pitch of the game, and then pitched to 
the first batter and struck the first batter out.” 

By Christian Stark

Abbuhl’s favorite team, University of Notre Dame, sent 
in a longer clip walking her through a day in the life of a 
softball player at their institution.

“I think that it was just so cool for this whole experience 
to be about Rylee and just to come together for this 10-year-
old girl who loves softball,” Bennett said. “We were all 
10-year-old girls at one point. We always had dreams of 
being a college softball player, and now that we're here, we 
get to look back on ourselves as a little kid and get to help 
[another] girl live out her dream.”

“We go to practice and we go to games, and it just becomes 
so mundane and repetitive,” Betz said. “We forget we are 
literally living [the] dreams of [a] 10-year-old girl who 
won't get to even see if she can do what we do.”

Bennett described how special it is that Abbuhl and her 
situation provided the softball players with the perfect 
opportunity to live out Malone’s mission: Christ’s Kingdom 
first. Larger schools often have more of an opportunity for 
this sort of service, so Bennett explains she is thankful that 
this opportunity for service came to Malone.

“The fact that it fell in Malone’s and Walsh’s hands, it's 
something from God,” Bennett said. “Walsh did it with us 
and it was such a cool experience.”

In this event to honor Rylee, Malone and Walsh put aside 
their rivalry and came together to support Abbuhl and her 
dream. Bennett wasn’t nervous about the game or the score, 
as she recognized that the teams just wanted to make the 
day special for Rylee.

“Malone’s slogan is Christ’s Kingdom first, and I feel like 
this whole situation really embodies that,” McKelley said. 

“The fact that we were all able to come together for this 
little girl to make her dream happen because she deserves 
the world and so she's so amazing and so brave was just 
awesome.”

Want to write or produce the Aviso? 
Contact Editor in Chief Tori Rodgers for 

more info at theaviso@gmail.com!
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The Softball Team Surrounding Rylee. Photo by Lexi Betz

“My favorite tea to buy is their roasted chestnut,” 
Robinson said. Off of Fulton Drive, the 14-minute drive to 
The Ohio Tea Company is worth the trip, as they offer a 
student discount.

Right next door to the Ohio Tea Company is Dorrie’s 
Booktique. Robinson recommends this unique spot to any 
and all book lovers. This new and used book store sells their 
used books at half price or less.

 Additional things to do in Canton include gaming at 
Dave and Busters, checking out the North Canton Skate and 
Entertainment Center and spending time at the William 
McKinley Presidential Library and Museum.

Malone’s Student Activities Council regularly plans 
events for students to explore Canton, such as making trips 
to Sky Zone and the escape rooms in downtown Canton. Be 
on the lookout for upcoming events this spring from the 
council.

Additionally, amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, all of the 
places referenced in this article remain open, allowing 
students to explore Canton and enhance their Malone 
experience.

Some participants are creating illuminated manuscripts 
— manuscripts with drawings in the text or in the margins 
— and some are writing in plain text. The template states 
that pages are to be the standard eight-and-one-half inches 
wide by 11 inches long sheets of paper.

The Everett L. Cattell  Library on campus has a copy 
of the Saint John’s Bible Heritage Edition manuscript on 
display, which is a large, handwritten, illuminated Bible. 
Some participants in the Canton Corona Bible Project have 
gotten inspiration from viewing this Bible on display.

So far, some chapters have been written with pencils, 
calligraphy pens and even crayons. The project guidelines 
state that chapters can be written in any language and with 
any writing implement. Even more off-beat creations are 
welcome, according to Wallace.

“If someone has taken the time to translate or find a 
translation of the scriptures in Elvish or Klingon, they’re 
still following the philosophy and the intent of the project,” 
Wallace said.

He would welcome chapters in fantasy languages, but 
doesn’t think that any will be written using this tactic.

This project is open to anyone, whether they claim 
Christianity or not. A local Jewish temple is embodying this, 
as they have signed on to contribute by handwriting part of 
the Old Testament.

The finished pages will be sent to Wallace to be scanned 
and put online. Participants in Malone’s re-creation of 
Isaiah will be collected by Leon, who will put them in order 
and send them to Wallace herself.

Those who want to participate in Malone’s contribution, 
whether they are a student, faculty or staff member, can 
contact Leon at lleon2@malone.edu. The final day for 
Malone’s Isaiah manuscript chapters to be turned in is 
March 14.

Individuals or groups wanting to take on other parts 
separate from Malone can go to the Canton Corona Bible 
Project website at cantoncpc.org/learn-grow/canton-  
corona-bible/ to sign up.
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