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By Delaney Major

The men’s basketball team created program history 
by winning their first Great Midwest Athletic Conference 
(GMAC) championship on March 6, 2021, against 
Cedarville University. The game was held at a neutral site 
in Hillsdale, Michigan. The Malone Pioneers defeated the 
Cedarville Yellow Jackets with a final score of 77-59.

“We trust each other on the court and that’s a huge thing,” 
Jaret Majestic, senior guard, said. “I think early in the 
season we started zero to four [because] we didn’t really 
trust each other … Towards the end of the year we got it 
figured out, and that was the main part of how we were able 
to get things done.” 

The trust between teammates allowed the team to come 
together and conquer the GMAC championship. However, 
there have been many obstacles 
that the team has overcome over 
this season due to COVID-19. 
Several times players had to 
quarantine, prohibiting them 
from attending practices.

“We had seven weeks of 
quarantine at the beginning of 
the school year, and we have 
had a number of guys that have 
been out a good chunk of the 
season,” Casey Kaufman, head 
men’s basketball coach, said. 

“The guys didn't make a huge 
deal about it, as other teams were dealing with the same 
situation. Yet, this really affected chemistry and I think that 
was a big reason for the slow start, but … this [victory] has 
been years in the making.” 

The team did not stop with winning the GMAC 
championship, as they moved on to the Atlantic Regional 
tournament on March 13 at Western Liberty University.

 “In order to stay motivated, we must not be complacent 
and realize where we came from,” Justin Miller, redshirt 
(or athlete who is spending the academic year improving 
their skills in practice instead of actively competing during 
games) junior forward/guard, said. “We need to want to 
play harder.”

The games themselves have also changed due to 
COVID-19, including the number of spectators allowed at 
events. Each game’s location has different rules regarding 
audience attendance. Some venues have limited capacity, 
while others don't allow fans at all. This has caused a 
different environment for the players, leaving would-be 
attendees needing to find new ways to support the team. 

GMAC CHAMPIONSHIP 
VICTORY

Malone Wins! Photo contributed by Anthony Lupi from Hillsdale College

“The biggest difference in our games this year is definitely 
the crowds,” Majestic said. “We normally get a lot of 
students. The tournament games and Walsh games would 
have been packed. I like playing for bigger crowds, so there 
has definitely been a different feel this year … At home 
games, we would get a lot of energy from the crowd, but 
with limited people we had to make sure we were bringing 
our own [energy].”

In order for fans to be able to watch the team, each game 
has been live streamed so anyone can watch from anywhere. 
Many students took advantage of this opportunity in order 
to show their support. 

“I was sad to not be [at the games] live, but as I was watching 
virtually with some friends, we were cheering as if we were 

really there!” Gwen Gelofsack, 
senior communication arts 
major, said. 

The support that students 
have shown to the men’s 
basketball team has been 
immense, making them feel 
loved as they make program 
history. They have received 
endless texts, emails and 
positive affirmations from the 
Malone campus. The women’s 
soccer team sent a video offering 
their support.

“Since there is limited seating, watch online,” Tanya 
Hockman, interim athletic director, said. “This generation 
knows how to use social media in creative and fun ways, so 
use social media to send messages of congratulations and 
support. We will see each other on campus, so give them a 
high-five or a fist bump — and properly sanitize after.”

“Success is not an accident, and the success that the team 
is experiencing is the result of years of planning and hard 
work from the top down,” Hockman said. “Right now, we 
are celebrating what has taken years to build and I am very 
excited because I have watched a lot of these men taking 
the extra time to make themselves better which in return 
makes the team better. I hope the guys enjoy every moment 
of it.”

Malone University joined the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) Division II in the 2013-2014 season. 
Many teams have led up to this victory. Consistent practice 
and growth of the program as a whole have been key players 
in arriving at this championship win. 

Cybersecurity is one of the newest course majors at 
Malone University. Since cybersecurity serves as a secure 
way to prevent unauthorized access to sensitive online 
systems, a major focused on this field is timely and will 
work to prepare students enrolled in the program for a 
successful career. 

“Our new cybersecurity program provides unmatched 
opportunities for hands-on learning and is aligned with 
the standards for cybersecurity of the Association for 
Computing Machinery,” Malone University's cybersecurity 
program webpage says. 

“We're still building [the new major] up; we've only 
[offered] the introduction [to cybersecurity] course for 
two years, and we're still developing some of these other 
courses,” Jim Glasgow, professor of computer science, said. 

“Some things [about the field of cybersecurity] will 
continue to change: what students learn in these courses 
makes it easy for them to learn and keep up to date,” 
Glasgow said.

Technology changes quickly and new information comes 
out daily, so equipping students to keep learning about 
their field is essential.

“Cybersecurity is expected to grow by more than 25% in 
the next 10 years and is one of the most in-demand career 
options in Ohio and throughout the country,” the Malone 
University cybersecurity program webpage says.

“In this program, you will develop the wisdom and 
practical skills needed to secure information technology 
(IT) systems and networks, develop secure software and 
manage information systems,” the Malone University 
cybersecurity program webpage says. 

“There's a great need and a lot of career opportunities in 
the private sector [as well as] in the government,” Glasgow 
said. “Banks, insurance companies, hospitals and all the big 
companies have opportunities for cybersecurity.

“It's a good major for the future because [cybersecurity 
is] in the news every day, something happens every day, 
someone hacks into somewhere every day,” Glasgow said. 

There is a continuing battle between malicious program 
development and cybersecurity. One side is working to 
create and implement harmful programs and actions, and 
the other is working hard to protect servers, databases and 
computer users. 

“Sophisticated hacks [have been] pulled off by Russia 
and China against a broad array of government and 
industrial targets in the United States,” a March 14, 2021, 
New York Times article titled “White House Weighs New 
Cybersecurity Approach After Failure to Detect Hacks” 
says. “The hacks were detected long after they had begun 
not by any government agency but by private computer 
security firms.”

“We need to learn more and have more people involved in 
government and industry,” Glasgow said.

“You'll also be instilled with a distinctive ethical code of 
conduct that reflects the mission and values of Christian 
faith,” the Malone University cybersecurity program 
webpage says. 
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 “On the one hand I think it’d be awesome and … great for 
my life,” Emma Tutak, junior history major, said.   

“But on the other hand nothing is free, so I don’t know if 
that would be a good idea, from an economic standpoint, 
for everybody.

“If they were to do it they should look at the person’s 
income and see ‘Will they be able to pay this off in a timely 
manner without creating some type of major economic 
strain on that person?’” Tutak said. “And if [they were] a 
lower-income person then it would make more sense.” 

The stimulus bill creates an interesting problem of 
determining who should receive relief, and where the cost 
is covered from.

“If I had to make the decision, I would advocate especially 
for students who are low- to moderate-income positions, 
such as our teachers, social workers and non-profit workers,” 
Roe said. “We have a definite, serious student loan issue.

“Ideally … students [wouldn’t] have to go in that debt 
in the first place, if there was more financial aid at the 
beginning,” Roe said. “Since we have so many students in 
debt, [student loan forgiveness] would be great.”

Most agree it would be more ideal if aid came prior to 
beginning college, rather than after graduation.

“That is scary when I hear other people talking,” Tutak 
said. “I got pretty lucky because I transferred, [so] I hardly 
have to take out anything. But one person I know is going 
to end up with $80,000 in student loans by the time she 
graduates. That [would] give me a panic attack!”

“When you think about loan forgiveness versus financial 
aid at the start, students aren’t necessarily going to know 
what the forgiveness [will] look like,” Roe said. 

The change in presidential administrations has brought 
a host of other changes with it. One more interesting 
to Malone students is the possibility of student loan 
forgiveness avenues that President Biden is attempting to 
create. Within the new stimulus package Biden has signed, 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, there are provisions 
for student loan forgiveness, a matter of interest as well as 
controversy for Malone.

“The newest stimulus bill provides tax relief to students 
who have loans forgiven,” Laura Klco, associate director 
of financial aid said. “Prior forgiven loans were subject to 
federal income tax.

“There are ways that you can get your loans forgiven 
[without the bill],” Elizabeth Patterson Roe, director of the 
center for intercultural studies and professor of social work, 
said. “One of them is working for a non-profit for ten years, 
but you have to be on an income-based payment plan [for 
your loans] for that to work out.

“You still have to pay the interest on it,” Roe said. “There’s 
some loan forgiveness that is through a workplace … that 
you have to pay taxes on.”

Roe went on to explain that if you receive loan forgiveness 
through workplaces with contracts to work there for so long 
in exchange, it is marked as an income and the individual 
will be taxed accordingly.

“$10,000 in [cancelled loans through income] could 
trigger an extra $2,000 in taxes,” Roe said. The stimulus 
bill seeks to remove that issue by making such work 
arrangements tax-exempt.

As students and educators, many at Malone have reason 
to be excited at the prospect of loan forgiveness with tax 
exemptions, but there are many concerns about the matter.

By Emma Martinez

“But it would probably help [to know] that if they work in 
certain fields or after so many years [they can] have some 
kind of loan forgiveness.” 

“I think that the biggest problem is institutions,” Tutak 
said. “I don't think that the government should be 
everybody's babysitter and solve everybody's problems. 
I think that the way that the system is, you need to go to 
college.”

“I think it would be great if we had more scholarships — if 
there were ways to get scholarships that aren’t government-
provided,” Roe said. “I’m all in favor of diverse packages 
[to] help our students. It would be great if there was an 
expansion of Pell Grants, [or] other [aid that] students 
wouldn’t have to pay back.

 “Maybe an expansion of work-study opportunities … and 
government grants … to a higher income level, but also [an 
expansion of] student loan forgiveness opportunities for 
the students who aren’t making as much money after they 
graduate,” Roe said. 

Which individuals receive relief is another concern, since 
there are various levels of needs, but there are competing 
understandings of what is fair to cover for others.

“If someone’s going to be a lawyer they’re gonna have a 
really high chance of paying that off in a very timely manner 
but, social work, definitely not,” Tutak said. “That would 
take I don’t know how many years.”

The overall consensus is that change is needed, even if 
disagreements appear on what kind of change there should 
be and who should be giving it.

“There’s just a problem and something needs to be done,” 
Tutak said.

“I work with a lot of students that are going to graduate 
and not make a lot of money because of the careers they 
choose, whether it be social work or other types of non-
profit work,” Roe said. “People really have to think, ‘Do I 
want to graduate with … $50,000 to $100,000 worth of 
loans while I want to work for a ministry or a non-profit?’ 
Finances are a huge issue.”

While it is too soon to tell what the new policy towards 
loan forgiveness will do for students, this spring many will 
graduate with a crushing set of loans awaiting them, some 
with interest already accruing.

It is hoped that the top-down changes will be effective 
in assisting Malone students to begin their careers 
without having to make decisions from a purely financial 
perspective, but instead can follow the callings that brought 
them to Malone in the first place.
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Outside the Financial Aid Office. Photo by Graham Kondak

The difference between ethical programmers and 
malicious programmers is personal morals. Malone has 
woven morals into its cybersecurity program so students 
not only learn the “how” of programming, but also the 

“why.”
Cybersecurity is an important part of our growing world. 

As we grow together and connect through the internet there 
will be more opportunities for people to take advantage of 
others. Cybersecurity needs to grow as fast as the malicious 
online forces. 

“It's a technical major. If you enjoy programming that 
would be good, and there are a lot of opportunities after 
graduation first in employment in industry and government, 
and going into graduate school,” Glasgow said. 

A common criticism of colleges, in general, is that 
students pay a large sum of money to learn information that 
is financially useless. Cybersecurity as a study promises to 
be one with strong and stable career paths. 

“This year quite a few of the freshman in my [introductory] 
computer science course are cybersecurity majors,” 
Glasgow said. 

Cybersecurity is growing, both at Malone and in the 
world at large. A career in this field is not only profitable on 
a personal level but helps the continually growing number 
of people who rely on the internet for information storage 
and secure transactions and interactions. 

The cybersecurity major’s addition is, then, very much 
in line with Malone’s mission to prepare students to serve 
God, the world and the church in better ways.

For more information on the cybersecurity major, contact 
Jim Glasgow (jglasgow@malone.edu).
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