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By Seneca Ransom
Malone University presents “Until the Flood,” a play 

by Dael Orlandersmith. The production is a retelling of 
the death of Michael Brown Jr., who died as the result of 
a police shooting in 2014. The theater department’s goal 
through this selection is to raise awareness about prejudice 
and open up needed conversations regarding different 
perspectives.

The cast of the performance is made up mostly of Malone 
students. Makayla Loomis, sophomore social work major, 
takes her role seriously and does her best to embody her 
character.

“My character is the poet or the playwright,” Loomis said. 
“[The character uses] beat or slam poetry, which has been 
difficult to find a personality [within] the character since 
they can be any age or any 
person. It has been a work 
in progress to embody who 
that person is.”

Former student Christian 
Sanko, communication 
arts ‘20, offers an overview 
of how the performance 
works. Sanko portrays the 
character Dougray in this 
production of “Until the 
Flood.”.

““Until the Flood” is a 
series of monologues that 
are composites of people 
interviewed just after the death of Michael Brown Jr. in 
2014,” Sanko said. “It is a play, but is also now being filmed 
for safety [due to] the pandemic. Each [monologue] is an 
individual, so they each happen in their episode in their 
location. 

“When [the play] was on stage, it was performed by Dael 
Orlandersmith all at once, just by herself,” Sanko said. “It 
says in the beginning [of the script] that each character 
can be played by any[one of any] race and any age, so the 
emphasis is on the narrative, not just what [the performers] 
look like.” 

Troy Colbert, senior communication arts major, is using 
the experience of presenting the character Reuben to help 
give him a broader perspective on current events. He hopes 
other Malone students try to understand the complexities 
of each person’s experience.

“The best thing about this play is the fact that it's showing 
the story of racism in America, and more specifically what 
it looks like for individuals, not the group,” Colbert said. 

“Someone might be your stereotypical heroine, but [they] 
still have their flaws. 

“This play is showing aspects of our society, and what it 
was like for Michael Brown Jr.,” Colbert said. “It can reflect 
over everything that is happening over recent events and 
over what we need to talk about as a community.” 

SPRING THEATER SPARKS 
CONVERSATIONS ON 
CAMPUS

Jeannine Gaskin, co-director of the show, offers her 
perspective on the importance of “Until the Flood” and 
the creator’s vision. A fan of the playwright, Gaskin is 
both excited to be a part of bringing the play to life while 
recognizing the societal issues it highlights.

“[Orlandersmith] is my favorite playwright,” Gaskin 
said. “The thing I like most about Dael is that she brings 
a humanist viewpoint to all of her characters; she is not 
afraid to dig in the ugly, to write about it, and speak each 
individual’s truth. I think what’s important is that people 
acknowledge the difference in others and be okay with them 
and acknowledge that everyone has unconscious biases.”

Windy Singo, freshman political science major, looks for 
insight into the characterization of her role. She takes time 

to delve into the background 
of one of the many portraits 
found in “Until the Flood.”

“I play Hassan, a 17-year-
old African American boy 
who lives on the rough side of 
Ferguson,” Singo said. “He’s 
going through the ups and 
downs of dealing with Michael 
Brown Jr. being shot and [his 
own experiences as] he’s once 
been pulled over before.”

Annie Kadleckek, senior 
social work major and the 
student body president of 

Student Senate, places emphasis on the importance of 
students involving themselves in these conversations. She 
is directing the focus of the senate toward educating and 
raising awareness about racial injustice issues.

“When Xavier Moore and I wrote the anti-racism 
statement for Malone, one of the action steps we created 
was having students design infographics across campus 
that would further education about racial injustice and how 
racism impacts everyday life for black people in America, 
[hoping to] spark deeper conversation,” Kadleckek said. 

“One infographic specifically highlights police brutality and 
the Michael Brown Jr. case which is what Until the Flood 
is based on.

“I hope to see an increase in students that are comfortable 
with this conversation,” Kadleckek said. “A lot of the time 
there are hesitations because you don’t know what to say or 
where to find information.  I hope that with this play people 
will have a better understanding of some of the issues and 
know where to start. 

“There are QR codes on the infographics to get to the 
website where the information on the infographic is coming 
from,” Kadleckek said. “With the play, we are hoping it 
starts conversations and helps give professors and students 
somewhere to jump off of.”

The Malone Art Gallery, or the MAG as it’s affectionately 
called by students, is featuring new artwork by contemporary 
abstract painter Justin Brennan and potter Andy Thomas 
in an exhibit dubbed “Figural Allusions.”

Michele Waalkes, the MAG curator, was responsible for 
selecting the artists to be displayed and decided to put the 
paintings and pottery together.

“My inspiration was to create a fresh and lively exhibit 
incorporating artwork by abstract artists working in 
completely different mediums that complimented each 
other well,” Waalkes said.

Brennan is a self-taught contemporary abstract painter 
and mixed media artist. His aim, according to his artist 
statement, is to “express raw emotion via spontaneous 
creativity without analytical prodding.” He focuses 
on everyday interactions while “the subjects of these 
interactions are portrayed with ambiguity and anonymity.”

Aside from the MAG, Brennan has also been mentioned 
or featured in “CAN Journal,” “The Cleveland Plain Dealer,” 

“Scene Magazine,” “The Sandusky Register” and “Canvas 
Magazine.”

Thomas, Malone’s ceramics instructor, grew up in an 
artist-filled family. His grandmother was a watercolorist 
and had taught ceramics during the Great Depression. 
His father is a world-renowned taxidermist with animal 
mounts in museums across the country. 

“I make objects that are able to arouse an experience, a 
feeling or a memory from within the viewers,” Thomas said 
in his artist statement. “To me, the vessel has the ability to 
hold memories and experiences just like the body does for 
us.”  

Thomas’ pieces have been showcased in shows in Missouri, 
Indiana and Ohio. In addition to Malone University, he has 
also taught ceramics at Kent State University and Ohio 
Ceramic Supplies.

“I discovered Andy Thomas’ sculptural works when he 
started as the new ceramics instructor at Malone,” Waalkes 
said. “I was impressed by his figural works that were 
abstract, yet suggestive of the human form. I wanted to pair 
his work with an artist that worked abstractly in a different 
medium, yet had the same elusive quality. 

“I immediately thought of Justin Brennan’s abstract 
portraits,” Waalkes said. “Justin and Andy’s works 
complement each other so well in how they allude to the 
figure, but leave so much to the imagination.”

To visit the “Figural Allusions” art exhibit, you can 
stop by the MAG in the Johnson Center Monday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., or by appointment. “Figural 
Allusions” will be displayed until March 30. The gallery is 
free and open to the public, though face masks and social 
distancing are required. 

If someone has never been to an art gallery before, 
Catherine Martinez, senior fine arts major, offers these tips:

“The MAG is a really good place to start … because usually 
you can go in and be the only one there and really take 
your time,” Martinez said. “There's [not] pressure to move 
quickly or to understand. You don't need to go there with an 
understanding of art. 
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Troy Colbert, Senior, is an Actor in Until the Flood. Photo by Annie Kadlecek 



In the past, incoming freshmen have had reserved parts 
of floors or buildings, which then requires the current 
residents there to choose a new space to live. 

“Typically, what might happen on room draw night is if 
you’re signing up for Haviland or Heritage or something 
like that, we wouldn't allow you to sign up for certain rooms 
because we're reserving them for freshmen,” Schnyders 
said. “When you don't run a squatting program but you're 
reserving space for freshmen, students who are already at 
the university feel like they've been passed over [in favor 
of] freshmen.

“We’ll still be able to have freshmen in those spaces, but 
rather than reserving the spaces on the front end, we've 
decided to meet the desires for most of our students to be in 
the buildings where they want to be,” Schnyders said. “Our 
goal is to get as many people to squat as possible.”

“Room draw this year will still look similar to what it’s 
looked like in the past, but our hope is that 80 to 90% of 
our population who is returning will already have a spot 
through the squatting process,” Schnyders said.

Kaylyn Jones, a resident assistant in Blossom Hall, 
believes that squatting this year will offer more community 
building to her floor. 

Each year, all residential Malone students, excluding 
seniors, join together in the Johnson Center for the annual 
room draw. However, due to COVID-19, last year’s room 
draw was canceled and residents were able to request their 
rooming accommodations and roommates and suitemates. 
This year, “squatting” has been introduced to students in 
order to prevent the large crowds at a typical room draw.

The idea behind squatting is that students are able to 
have priority over their current room or suite as long as 
they can fill it as much as possible. Students that currently 
have a single are able to keep it, but if they introduce more 
members to the suite, they have to fill all current spots, not 
just another student with a single.

“The main focus is always to try to get as many of our 
people who are currently here in spaces where they want to 
be,” Tony Schnyders, dean of community life and student 
engagement, said. 

The idea for squatting grew after Schnyders and Emily 
Deinert, housing coordinator, asked the COVID-19 task 
force if a normal room draw would be possible. The task 
force turned this idea down, so Deinert began reaching out 
to several other universities facing similar problems and 
determined that a squatting program would be the best 
decision to remain COVID-19-safe.

By Christian Stark

“[The squatting process is] actually kind of cool. You 
build this really good community and you're able to keep 
developing it for the next year,” Jones said. “The same 
people can live on your floor and you can still develop your 
relationships with them and the culture of the floor stays 
the same. You can just keep on making it better and better.”

Max Maline, a resident assistant in Haviland Hall, says 
that room squatting offers the opportunity for another 
chapter for residents on a floor. 

“It'll have that same atmosphere, but it will just be like 
another year,” Maline said. “It's almost turning the next 
page.”

Because of COVID-19, residential students for this 
year were asked for their preferences on roommates or 
suitemates and floors on campus. 

“When there's this random aspect you get to get people 
out [of] their shells,” Maline said. “I feel like in a place 
where people are going to be calling this their home for the 
majority of a year, that's a nice thing to be able to pick out 
yourself, so I do think that this is a nice change.”

Although room squatting will appear at Malone this year, 
no one knows whether this system will remain in future 
housing processes. 

“We feel like, for this year only, we can commit to 
squatting, and then next year we might be back to a room 
draw situation where we're gathering together or sharing 
food or snacks together,” Schnyders said. “Every year, 
we're going to reevaluate what's best for our community … 
At this point, we're kind of viewing [squatting] as a one-
year option.”

Because of how new the squatting process is, Schnyders 
asks for grace and feedback. “I would just exercise patience 
with the whole process because it's a new process.”

Squatting forms were due on March 26, but room draw 
will be held on April 14 in the Stewart Room for any student 
that was denied the opportunity to squat or wants to change 
rooms.
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Dorms are Preparing for Incoming Freshmen. Photo by Max Maline

Craig Joseph, the theater director for Malone, addresses 
that some areas are challenging but helpful in this 
experience as a way to work as a team to better each of the 
individual perspectives. 

“It’s been challenging because we've had to have some 
difficult conversations, but it's also been great,” Joseph said. 

“[In talking with my assistant director] Myriah if, as [she’s] 
a student female who's black, I say something as a teacher 
[and an] adult white male and I missed [the mark], she 
has lovingly and gracefully [stepped in and said something, 
which has] just been great.”

Until the Flood will be open through virtual, ticketed 
showings on April 15-18. For more information about the 
Michael Brown Jr. shooting or racism be on the lookout for 
the Student Senate infographics across campus.

Conversations will continue on campus as we embrace 
and grow to understand different perspectives, which is the 
first step to Christian understanding and empathy.

“You don't need to go with any pre-preconceived notions 
of what you'll get out of it,” Martinez said. “I try to go to 
art exhibits for the pure enjoyment of looking at something 
that someone created … Any piece of art is something that 
someone thought of and contemplated and then made into 
reality.”

Waalkes wants students and gallery visitors to slow down 
when they view the art and look closely at each piece. 

“Look at Justin Brennan’s dynamic brushstrokes, use of 
color, and how he captures the essence of each portrait 
with such efficiency,” Waalkes said. “Observe the large-
scale ceramic vessels by Andy Thomas with their elegant 
curves suggestive of the figure, their nod to classical pottery 
with an abstract contemporary flair, and the varied textures 
created by different processes and types of clay. What 
similarities do you see between their abstract approaches? 
What differences?”

Martinez highlights other aspects of the art collection.
“The pottery and the paintings in this particular exhibit 

are really interesting … the paintings are kind of obscuring 
identity,” Martinez said. “It's a little bit confusing at first, 
looking at them. But I would encourage people to take 
in every aspect of it, and look at the texture, look at the 
feelings in the lines and enjoy it, whether you necessarily 
understand it or not.”

Stop by the Malone Art Gallery before this exhibit is over, 
and take the time to sit with the art and learn something 
new about yourself, and how to see the world. You might 
find that you like art even more than you think.
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The Malone Art Gallery’s Newest Exhibit. 
Photo by Graham Kondak


