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By Ella Myrthil
Many students aren’t aware that every residential student 

has $35 to spend each semester at the on-campus cafes. 
It’s true — and the money is stored right on the student’s 
ID card. The two campus cafes are Regula Cafe, which is 
located on the first floor of Regula Hall, and Emma’s Cafe, 
located on the first floor of the Barn.

Regula Cafe serves an assortment of hot and cold 
coffee beverages, bistro-style and breakfast sandwiches, 
quesadillas and more. Emma’s Cafe offers a full lineup of 
barista-crafted coffee, specialty drinks, and teas. 

“Regula’s chicken quesadillas are really good!” Rachel 
Walker, junior social work major, said. “That and their Chai 
tea latte are my favorites.” 

During the week, Regula Cafe is open from 7 a.m. until 8 
p.m., however, it closes at 1:30 p.m. on Fridays. Similarly, 
Emma’s is open 7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and again from 6:30 
p.m. to 10 p.m. on weekdays. Neither cafes are open on the 
weekends.

“Normally when I have classes in Regula Hall I will stop [at 
Regula Cafe] to get drinks during breaks between classes,” 
Karly Bruce, junior nursing major, said. The location of 
Regula is convenient for nursing students, as many of their 
classes are held in Regula Hall.

”Even if I’m just studying in the cafe seating area, I will 
get coffee — their caramel macchiatos are my favorite,” 
Bruce said. “I go to Regula every week or every other week, 
and I like to try different drinks each time I go,” Hannah 
Robinson, junior music production and Bible and theology 
double-major, said. “I especially like the mocha chiller!”

Students can apply through AVI to work at either of the 
on-campus cafes. There are currently two student workers 
at Regula Cafe and three at Emma’s Cafe. 

All student workers are employed by AVI — since Malone 
is not the students’ employer, it does not qualify to be 
a work-study job. Emma’s Cafe is a new addition to the 
Malone campus. Previously, the downstairs level of the 
Barn was just a study area, but as of spring 2020, Emma’s 
Cafe now shares the space.
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Regula Cafe, Where Students Often Get Drinks or Snacks Before Class. Photo by Max Maline

“My favorite drink to make is the iced latte,” Erienne 
Ballard, junior nursing and global studies double major 
and cafe barista, said. “It is easy and simple, yet there are 
many variations — you can always switch it up.

“Emma’s low lighting and the variety of seating options 
gives the feeling of an off-campus cafe shop,” Ballard said, 
encouraging students to utilize the study space.

Emma’s Cafe receives its coffee from the Crimson 
Cup, which has several locations around Ohio. This gives 
Emma's an off-campus coffee shop taste as well.

The space Emma’s Cafe occupies is part of Malone’s 
history. Several Malone couples have proposed and become 
engaged there over the years. 

“Emma’s is a Malone characteristic — I'm surprised there 
aren't more people using it,” Ballard said.

 Events such as musical performances have been held 
in this space previous to Emma’s Cafe opening. Several 
students have advocated for and hope to see the Student 
Activity Counsel’s Trivia Night be held at Emma’s Cafe in 
the future.

“I really like working at Emma’s,” Emily D’Wald, AVI cafe 
barista and grill cook, said. “I tend to see a steady flow of 
admissions staff, swimmers or cross country people in the 
morning.”

“I get coffee from Emma’s approximately once a week,” 
Madison Rekstis, junior intervention specialist education 
major, said. “I usually get either a latte or cappuccino — 
their toasted marshmallow latte is my favorite!

 “I really appreciate [Emma’s Cafe’s] new location,” 
Rekstis said. “Since I work upstairs in the Barn, this new 
location is very helpful. Some words I would use to describe 
the atmosphere of Emma’s are cozy and relaxing!” 

While both cafes love to host students, there are a few 
ways they differ from each other. Regula Cafe has a great 
selection of ready-made food. 

On the other hand, Emma's Cafe offers a greater variety 
of drinks. Although it may look more pricey, their chilled 
and hot espresso is high quality.

Both locations sell additional items such as tea packets, 
packs of gum, bags of chips and candy bars. Regula Cafe 
features a refrigerator stocked with bottled Dunkin Donuts 
and Starbucks drinks. Emma’s Cafe has a freezer stocked 
with ice cream, which is perfect for a late-night snack.

Whether a quick stop in or study sessions that go for 
hours on end, Malone’s campus cafes provide all the food 
and refreshments students need.

March 24, 2021, marked the end of the Penny Wars: a 
hard-fought battle between students in different dorms and 
commuters, which began on March 17. The winners were 
declared to be a united team of Penn, Gurney and Barclay 
Halls (PGB) and Haviland Hall with a score of 5,479. 

Blossom Hall ended in second place at 3,320 points and 
Heritage Hall finished in third place with 187. Commuters 
ranked fourth with -3 points, DeVol Hall came in fifth with 

-330 and Woolman, Whittier and Fox Halls (WWF) ended 
in last place with -2,060.

Each team had a jar reserved for them on a table near the 
entrance to the Hoover Dining Commons for contenders to 
place money in. Pennies or dollar bills would add points 
based on their monetary value, while nickels, dimes, 
quarters or other silver coins would subtract points. This 
meant that competitors had the option of adding points to 
their own team’s score or depleting that of others.

“We decided to put PGB and Haviland together [on a 
team] due to the small number of men in the dorms,” Rachel 
Chesnes and Kolby Duke, senior criminal and restorative 
justice major and senior middle childhood education major 
and co-directors of the Student Activities Council (SAC), 
said. “We were hoping to have as much student involvement 
as possible.”

Despite being a combined team of two dorms with a 
relatively lower number of residents, the team was able to 
sweep the victory in the Penny Wars by a gap of over 2,000 
points.

“I am excited that our campus community was able to 
have fun while showing support for the community we live 
in,” Micah Czirr, resident director of Haviland Hall said. 

“This was a great idea [put out] by SAC.”
Not only did this event give students a chance to engage 

in a fun yet fierce competition with one another, but it also 
served a good cause in the community of Canton, Ohio.

“All proceeds [from the Penny Wars] will be donated 
to Tiqvah Hands of Hope,” Kathy Geosits, AVI employee 
stationed at Hoover Dining Commons, said.

Tiqvah Hands of Hope is a Christian non-profit 
organization based in Stark County that provides various 
recreational, educational and charitable services. SAC 
partnered with the organization to form the Penny Wars, 
which succeeded in raising a grand total of $179.45 in 
donations to the organization.

“We dream of Stark County filled with students who know 
who they are in Christ,” Tiqvah Hands of Hope states on 
their website, “and as a result, full of hope and life, known 
for their selflessness, and empowered to carry out God’s 
dream for their impact.”

SAC put this event together with the intention of helping 
Tiqvah Hands of Hope in a way that would be engaging. 
Present Malone students and alumni alike have a close 
relationship with the organization, and the co-directors 
desired to help them through an activity that all students at 
Malone could partake in.
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 Once the pieces have been designed and produced, 
students will be responsible for distributing them to the 
Canton community.  

Carpathios, the brains behind the vision, has had a long-
lasting career in creative writing and has seen the good that 
can come from creative minds coming together to serve a 
community. 

“Over the years, I have been involved with many service-
oriented activities and projects using creative writing, 
and I have seen how wonderful such endeavors can be,” 
Carpathios said. 

“I have led writing workshops of all kinds with children, 
troubled youth, elderly citizens, as well [with residents of] 
shelters, mental health facilities, schools, etc. I was also a 
radio program host on a segment involving writing in the 
community.”

Guided by the experienced voice of Carpathios, the 
students implementing this project will face their own 
unique set of challenges. Along with creating the words 
to put on the bookmarks and cards, they’ll also help with 
digitally designing each piece and, perhaps the most pivotal 
step, be fully responsible for marketing their work to the 
community.

“The most challenging part of this project is getting 
organizations to accept [our] work to display, even though 
it’s all free,”  Nick Straits, senior creative writing major, said. 

“Networking has played a huge part in this … The vision of 
this project is something almost everyone can agree on."

For many, 2020 was not a time of inspiration. Among its 
hardships, a statewide lockdown made for an atmosphere 
of fear, lethargy and general fatigue; survival became the 
bare minimum and there was little energy left to devote to 
things like creative expression. As Ohio begins to reopen 
and the pendulum swings back towards normalcy, there 
has been an influx of creatives getting their feet back under 
them. 

One such group can be found in this semester's creative 
writing senior portfolio class. By nature, writing is a 
creative task. However, the end-of-year project currently 
being planned by this group aims to inspire more than just 
those attending the class.

“We have been reading a textbook called “Creative 
Writing in the Community,” a guide to using creative 
writing as a tool for various service-learning projects,” Dr. 
Neil Carpathios, Malone’s current writer-in-residence and 
professor of English, said. “Students discussed service-
learning ideas that would provide some sort of positivity to 
the people of our area. 

Due to COVID-19, however, we were very limited in 
terms of any extended in-person, on-site activities. So, we 
had to come up with a less risky and safer approach.”

The project currently entails a mix of creative expression 
and community outreach. 

Each of the five seniors enrolled will be using their own 
original writing for three different items: a bookmark, an 
uplifting/inspirational greeting card and a spiritual or 
religious poem.

By Coralee Hochstedler

 "Theoretically businesses should be pretty agreeable,”  
Straits said. 

And in times like these, the vision of this project is 
more important than ever. “I hope these pieces get people 
interested in writing again,” Straits said. “Or at least 
inspires people to pursue their creative passions. 

"I want people to be encouraged; if they can read a line 
of my poetry and be like “Hey, that really helped me get 
through my day,” or feel better about this year in general 
for a brief moment, then that’s something that’s important 
to me," Straits said. "I want this project to restore the fire 
for art in Canton and bring back some happiness that feels 
like it’s missing right now.” 

Fellow senior and creative writing major Cassie 
Loskocinski agreed, though her desired outcome focuses 
on the idea of empowerment. 

“I hope that people read my work and it not only brightens 
their day, but empowers them too,” Loskocinski said. “I 
hope it gives people a reason to smile and puts some power 
in their step; helps them feel like they can accomplish 
anything they want to.”

Carpathios also has high hopes for the effects of this 
project on the community, though he dreams of results for 
his students as well. 

“I hope that my students enjoy sharing their original 
writings while gaining some exposure for their words and 
for themselves [as well as] the Malone writing program,” 
Carpathios said. “They are so talented! I hope that they 
see how we all have the potential to help build writing and 
community bonds. I hope that their words might inspire 
and uplift people — which might well be the greatest 
function of literature.”

Want to write or produce the Aviso? 
Contact Editor in Chief Tori Rodgers for 

more info at theaviso@gmail.com!
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Nick Straits, Class of ‘21, Creative Writing Major. Photo by Max Maline

“We chose Tiqvah [Hands of Hope] because we wanted 
to pick something that Malone students know about,” 
Chesnes and Duke said. “If people look at who works there, 
a handful of workers have graduated from Malone.

“We have also heard students talking about how they have 
volunteered there or heard about them,” Chesnes and Duke 
said. “Tiqvah is an after-school mentoring program for 
children in Canton. They provide a safe environment for a 
child and help them grow in life and in school.”

Tiqvah refers to people who send them donations 
as “champions of hope,” a title that comes from how the 
individual is giving money to advocate for the spreading of 
hope to the children in the Stark County community. The 
students at Malone University who fought in the Penny 
Wars have all earned this title. And the members of the 
winning team have become both champions of hope and 
champions of Malone.

A hearty congratulations to PGB and Haviland Hall for 
winning the Malone University Penny Wars!

Pennies donated to Hands of Hope. Photo by Annie Kadlecek


