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By Kate Daugherty

With finals right around the corner, studying is taking up 
increasing space in students’ lives. There are many places 
on campus that are great for studying alone or with a group 
of friends, one of which is the newly renovated Everett L. 
Cattell Library. 

The library features the Bailey Room, which is open to 
students 24-hours a day and provides a quiet space for 
students to study individually. The Bailey Room also offers 
access to computers and a printer.

“We have a multitude of areas for students to study 
alone, with friends, or in silence,” Mary-Ann Frischorn, 
circulation supervisor at the library, said. “[However,] we 
don’t consider ourselves a ‘shush library.’”

The first floor is designed with collaboration in mind; 
multiple tables meant for group discussions and progress 
on school assignments are in place, and students are 
welcome to talk with each other. 

The second and third floors of the library offer some areas 
for individual focus and some for 
group studying as well, including 
separate rooms equipped with 
conference tables, whiteboards and 
other planning materials. While 
some of these group areas have 
capacity limits due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Frischorn encourages 
students to utilize these spaces when preparing for finals.

The second floor of the library also houses the Center 
for Student Success, where students can go when seeking 
academic help. Free peer tutors are available for students 
in 100 and 200 level courses.

“I love to study [by myself and with tutees] in the new 
spaces in the library,” Faith Brenneman, a junior biology 
major and peer tutor for biology and zoology courses, said.

Tutoring-specific rooms are new to the library and 
feature whiteboard walls, computers and a monitor to help 
tutors and tutees review and learn course material.

Even this late in the semester, a peer tutor can help with 
the final push to the finish line. The “T” icon on Malone 
Xpress leads to a form to request a tutor, and the Center 
for Student Success will match a tutor to your needs. Some 
professors might also recommend a tutor for their course 
and can provide you with the information to contact them 
directly.

The individual studying spaces on the second and third 
floors can also be very beneficial. The west side of the 
second floor has individual rooms with a desk and charging 
outlets to study. Though these rooms are not soundproof, 
they provide a distraction-free area for students wanting to 
study alone.

Students Using Tutoring Room in the Library. Photo by Annie Kadlecek

Besides the library, another on-campus studying location 
that students can utilize is Emma’s Cafe, which is located in 
the Barn. Emma’s Cafe is open weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 
noon and 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., though the study space and 
tables are accessible at all hours of the day.

“Emma’s has the feel of an off-campus coffee shop,” 
Erienne Ballard, junior nursing and global international 
studies double-major, said. “It’s quiet but has life with the 
low lighting and food options available to purchase. Overall, 
it’s a great place for students to hang out.”

Ballard finds Emma’s Cafe to be a great place to work 
on homework or review her notes, especially when she 
feels she needs a change of scenery from her off-campus 
apartment. 

“Emma’s has that coffee shop vibe, and I don’t have to 
leave campus to go,” Brenneman said, also praising the 
atmosphere in the lower level of the Barn.

While studying nursing, Ballard has found that she has 
developed note-taking skills to 
help her not only understand the 
material from textbooks, but to 
prepare to apply that knowledge in 
the real world.

She recommends that if students 
are taking lecture notes in a 
notebook to only use one side of 

the page. Then after class, especially while reviewing for 
any exams, use the other side of the page for notes from 
the textbook to help understand where the concepts and 
examples connect, and where they go beyond the lecture.

“My main piece of advice, for any major, is to actually 
read your textbooks — they provide great insight and more 
details than professors will usually go into during class 
time,” Ballard said. “Also, use a planner to know what you 
have coming up and when you can get it done.”

Brenneman advises students to understand that there 
is a limit to how much studying any student can do, and 
making sure to take breaks between studying is important 
to avoid burnout. 

“I will reward myself after I study for a while or take an 
exam; it may be just getting coffee somewhere, but it helps 
me relax and stay focused,” Brenneman said.

Ballard and Brenneman also both suggest finding online 
resources, which are sometimes provided through textbooks, 
to help study. Ballard takes practice quizzes to help develop 
her critical thinking skills. Brenneman will use videos, such 
as those from the YouTube channel “CrashCourse,” as she 
finds it easier to sometimes watch these videos to refresh 
the material than reading the textbook or going over notes.

No matter where or how students study for finals, starting 
early and utilizing the resources provided on campus and 
through classes is essential for success.

Recently, an email addressing the Alumni Mentorship 
program for the 2021-2022 school year was sent to the 
Malone community. It pairs a Malone alum with a current 
student who has similar vocational aspirations as those that 
the alum is currently achieving. 

The mentoring relationship formed will focus on helping 
students prepare for life after graduation. This program 
is led by the co-directors of the Pendle Hill program, Dr. 
Laura Foote and Dr. Scott Waalkes. 

Each of the alumni mentors comes recommended by 
a faculty member. There will be training for the mentors 
before the school year begins, as well as an orientation 
where mentors and mentees meet in person. 

Malone University, in line with the Pendle Hill initiative, 
has a focus on mentoring students as they prepare for 
life beyond college. Foote emphasizes the importance 
of forming professional and mentoring relationships as 
college students.

“The Pendle Hill program is about experiential learning,” 
Foote said. “It is not just about learning that occurs in the 
classroom, but we want you to have experiences that are 
part of a larger community.

“We want you to be able to have alumni mentors who 
have gone through Malone,” Foote said. “They know [our] 
story, they know your experience, they know that and they 
understand the culture.

“When you are paired up with an alumni mentor, you're 
going to hear about that person's life experiences,” Foote 
said. “They are going to talk to you about what they have 
learned on the job. [Students] will get out of it as much as 
[they] want to put into it — the value of mentors is drawing 
from their experience.”

“One of the most powerful things that [students] could get 
[out of this opportunity] is the ability to imagine themselves 
doing things after college, like [the mentors],” Waalkes said. 

“These are people who were in [students’] shoes just a few 
years ago, and now look at what they're doing — seeing that 
helps [students] build the bridge.” 

The alumni mentors are very excited to work with current 
Malone students. They have their own experiences and 
advice for mentees. 

Alicia Meyer, communication arts ‘17, is one such mentor. 
She is currently a resident director at Grace College in 
Indiana. 

“When I look back at my Malone experience, I can name 
a lot of people who invested in me and helped me have the 
confidence to succeed and help me to step into my calling,” 
Meyer said. “I would love to help a student [in that way] too. 

“Malone is a beautiful place, but it's not what the real 
world is,” Meyer said. “If I can help a student think about 
what it looks like to engage their faith and take the values 
of learning in the classroom and apply them to other parts 
of life, maybe [they] can learn from my mistakes and my 
successes, and hopefully they’ll thrive beyond Malone.”

Bryan Hollingworth, communication arts‘02, is the 
major gifts officer for Akron Children's Hospital. 
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“I think I’m definitely going to look back on COVID and 
think it was a big thing [in my college career,] because I 
never expected to live through a pandemic in my lifetime,” 
Emily Giguere, senior psychology major, said.

Despite its obvious challenges, students have persevered 
during the trying times of the pandemic and continued to 
pursue their degrees full-speed-ahead.

“Since COVID’s been going on for a while now, I would 
say I’ve mostly gotten used to it,” Giguere said. “I’d say [the 
challenge] has mostly been from homework and everything 
else that comes with school.”

Malone has had only 36 students test positive for COVID 
in the spring 2021 semester, all of which have now recovered. 
As students and faculty receive vaccines, Malone has been 
able to gradually reinstate some of the students’ original 
privileges, including holding an in-person graduation 
ceremony for the class of 2021.

The class of 2020 had to simply end their college careers 
by having their diplomas mailed to them. 

If there’s one thing every college student looks forward 
to once they step onto college campuses their freshman 
year, it’s their new journey’s end: the trip down the aisle 
to shake the hand of your university’s president and earn 
your degree. Last year, however, the unexpected arrival 
of COVID-19 threw a wrench in that plan for students at 
Malone — and everywhere.

On March 13, 2020, Malone was forced to prematurely 
close campus doors for the rest of the semester in response 
to the rapidly spreading outbreak of COVID-19. This meant 
that the graduating seniors were forced to miss out on an 
in-person graduation ceremony. This year, Malone has 
made it their mission to avoid this happening again as well 
as giving last year’s graduates a chance to walk down the 
aisle.

After the state-wide lockdown last spring, Malone was 
able to reopen campus for the 2020-2021 school year by 
enforcing strict health and safety protocols. This included 
wearing masks, standing six feet apart from one another, 
and limiting attendance in individual rooms. 

By Tyler Kirker

Malone wants to allow the students who graduated last 
year to experience walking down the aisle garbed in a cap 
and gown despite the year’s delay. In light of this, Malone 
has decided to invite the graduating class of 2020 to return 
for this year’s graduation ceremony.

“Commencement’s always important, of course, for the 
graduating class,” Dr. James Brownlee, associate provost 
and professor of English, said. “We knew that — especially 
given last year — an in-person event would mean the most 
to the students.

“We’re going to have [the class of 2020] walk first, 
recognize and congratulate [them], and then we’ll move on 
to the class of 2021,” Brownlee said. “They’ll be part of the 
same ceremony, but it will highlight them.”

Several students from the class of 2020 are planning to 
return to Malone for the graduation ceremony this year to 
give their college journey the conclusion they wanted.

“Walking [the graduation aisle] is a big part of the college 
experience, as it provides a good sense of closure for the 
years of work put into getting a degree, as well as the 
fact that my family was really looking forward to it,” said 
Micah Goff, ‘20 alumnus, said. “Without walking [to get my 
degree], it was a weird transition from being in school to 
suddenly not.”

The alumni from 2020 are grateful to Malone for allowing 
them to return for their ceremonial walk, and can’t wait to 
do so.

“[This ceremony] was a good solution to offer, as they 
really didn’t have another option [at the time],” Goff said. 

“They tried to postpone it to later in the year but I feel like at 
that point people just didn’t want to come back since things 
were still rather crazy, even into August.”

The graduation ceremony for the classes of ‘20 and ‘21 
will be held at Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium. Five 
guests per graduate will be permitted to attend, and social 
distancing practices will be encouraged while seating.

Congratulations to the graduating classes of ‘20 and 
‘21! We wish you the best of luck in taking your next steps 
toward putting Christ’s Kingdom First!
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Covid-19’s effect on Graduation. Photo by Micah Gregory

“I think mentorship is really important,” Hollingsworth 
said. “There are some things you can learn from books and 
there are some things you can learn from your peers, but 
it is a lot easier to learn from people that have gone before 
you. 

“We all stand on the shoulders of giants — hopefully 
by doing that we can then move on and mentor the next 
generation,” Hollingworth said. “Together, we are all 
collectively moving and increasing our knowledge and our 
empathy and finding out how we can help each other.”

The Pendle Hill program puts a special emphasis on 
mentorship so that students are fully prepared for life after 
Malone. Any questions about Pendle Hill or the pillar focus 
on mentoring can be directed to Dr. Laura Foote or Dr. 
Scott Waalkes.

Seniors Receive Opportunities at Alumni Hosted Job Fair. Photo by Annie Kadlecek


