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Carolina Villa Nakata, senior psychology major, had 
plans to spend her senior year with the community she 
has grown to love, particularly by serving as a resident 
assistant. However, COVID-19 washed these plans 
away and left Nakata watching her senior year through 
a computer screen. Nakata lost her highly-anticipated 
resident assistant position and the scholarship money 
that comes with serving in the residence halls.

 “It is hard to feel connected to the job and the student 
body you are trying to help by being remote.” Nakata 
said. She has to lead in her Student Senate position as co-
director of multicultural services through her computer, 
which has been just as strenuous as online classes. 

 “[My professors] have been extremely accommodating; 
they remember me and allow me to participate in class,” 
Nakata said. “The classes as a whole have also made me 
feel welcome.”  

Nakata was nervous for the fall semester and the idea 
that professors would be neglectful. Of course, she still 
longs to be back on campus to interact with her friends, 
professors and church that has become a part of who 
she is. As the semester progressed, however, some of her 
fears eased. 

 “The actual practice of our federal immigration 
policy is doing something different than what the 
government is claiming,” Melody Scott, dean of students 
and chief student development officer, said, expressing 
her frustration with the government and how they are 
handling international students during COVID-19. Scott 
has been working with Nakata by sending numerous 
letters advocating for her return to the United States, but 
the government continues to bar Nakata’s return.

Nakata is from Brazil, which is a country that is banned 
to travel to or from by the United States. The only option 
given to Nakata was to fly to a non-banned country, 
quarantine and then fly to the United States. 

“That was a risk I decided not to take,” Nakata said. 
With COVID-19 still rising in several countries, it is hard 
to predict  how that scenario might have played out. The 
outcome for present and future international students is 
an even larger unknown. However, the admissions office 
and multicultural center staff are still hopeful they will 
see these students return. 

Linda Hoffman, director of admissions who also 
oversees international students, stated that around 75 
international students apply each year. The admissions 
process is similar to that of traditional students, except 
that students need to prove their English language skills, 
which can be done by taking the Test of English as a 
Foreign Language or taking the ACT/SAT. International 
students do not have access to federal or state aid, 
so Malone offers a 50 percent scholarship to these 
students in order to support the growing community of 
international students.

“I anticipate we will see fewer international applicants 
for the upcoming year, but we are pushing hard to 
encourage them nonetheless,” Hoffman said. COVID-19 
has affected the international student community since 
most of them have to learn through a computer screen. 
However, the admissions office works hard to ensure 
that international students have an equal opportunity to 
attend as that of traditional students. 

 “[Studying abroad] for us is extremely important 
and a huge blessing, that it is not something to be taken 
for granted,” Nakata said. “We experience loads of 
homesickness and culture shock from time to time—
sometimes we want to call our friends/family from 
home just to speak in our mother tongue and reconnect 
with our roots. Sometimes we want to stay with other 
international students because we share similar feelings 
and experiences that bring us together.”

 International students leave their families and 
homes behind them, then immerse themselves into 
an unfamiliar culture. Certain aspects of the United 
States can be confusing, as well as communicating with 
traditional students. Nakata wants traditional students 
to see the similarities between each other instead of the 
differences.  

“It is essential to always check your perceptions before 
entering into dialogue with us; please do some research 
or do not make rude questions/assumptions about us,” 
Nakata said, emphasizing things traditional students can 
do when interacting with international students. “Also, 
do not put certain expectations on us out of generalizing 
our culture (such as “every Brazilian person is terrific at 
soccer”), because every person is unique and might not 
be the stereotypical thought you were thinking of.”

“There is nothing wrong with being curious; the wrong 
comes from imposing specific ideas onto us, coming 
towards us with hostility, or asking questions that 
negatively impact us and sound rude/ignorant,” Nakata 

WHO YOU 
GONNA CALL? 

Ever been in a sticky situation around campus with no 
idea who to turn to for help? Did the campus safety team 
come to mind? The dedicated officers on the Malone safety 
team are a fantastic resource that many students may not 
be aware of.

What most students may also not realize is that the 
phone number for campus safety is right on the back of 
their Malone identification card. While covered during 
freshmen orientation, it is almost never spoken about 
again. This also happens with the Campus Shield app, a 
free app that allows anyone to make anonymous or named 
reports without having to actually call the safety depart-
ment. 

Based in Haviland Hall David Burnip, director of cam-
pus safety, leads the team. Gary Weed, the assistant direc-
tor of campus safety, takes charge of teams that consist of 
at least five other officers on a rotation of shifts. 

Some may catch sight of a campus security officer from 
time to time, whether that be on their golf cart riding 
around campus or up in the cafeteria during late night. 
The jobs that the campus safety team do around campus 
include, but are not limited to, assistance during fire and 
medical emergencies, assistance with minor car prob-
lems, being an escort to any student who needs it, parking 
enforcement and building and residence hall inspections.
With the current pandemic, all jobs around campus are 
pretty intense. 

“At least some students have the decency to leave a 
space the first time I ask,” Andrew Baumgart, campus 
security officer, said. “These new rules about visitors made 
students extra crafty.” With visitation around campus re-
stricted, and with the Barn being the only space not under 
“lockdown,” some students have gone out of their way to 
ensure they get to spend time with their friends. 

The campus safety officers take their jobs very seriously, 
but that doesn’t mean they can’t still be considered friends 
to the campus community. Many of the officers will gladly 
stop to have a conversation with a student who wishes to 
do so. Baumgart, especially, will gladly talk about his kids 
and his family life, as will Kelly Brown, campus security 
officer who enjoys talking about her grandkids. 

It’s important to remember that even though the officers 
work tirelessly to keep the campus safe, they still have 
families to go home to at the end of the day and that while 
they are on campus they more than likely view the stu-
dents as a secondary family. 

“I enjoy talking to Andrew and Kelly,” Emma Wiseman, 
sophomore biochemistry major, said. “They always have 
fun stories and I’m kinda their favorite. They love me.” 

“If you ever want a story, a good story, go visit Tim in 
Haviland Hall,” Baumgart said of his colleague, Tim Mc-
Fadden, campus security officer. “He’s always got the best 
stories and he loves to talk.” 

Being connected to other people, especially during a 
pandemic, is extremely important. The campus safety 
officers go above and beyond to make all of the students 
feel right at home. They do a wonderful job—a kind word 
or some time from a student’s day is a small thanks to give 
to such hard workers!  
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“IF YOU EVER 
WANT A STORY, 
A GOOD STORY, 
GO VISIT TIM IN 
HAVILAND HALL.”

 “IT IS HARD TO 
FEEL CONNECTED 
TO THE JOB AND 
THE STUDENT 
BODY YOU ARE 
TRYING TO 
HELP BY BEING 
REMOTE.” 

Linda Hoffman, Director of Admissions in Her Office. Photo by Max Maline



If you’ve been on campus at all this semester, you have 
probably seen at least one person on some sort of four-
wheeled board. Many were driven to this hobby out of 
boredom during the nation-wide stay at home order last 
March. However, that is far from where it first started at 
Malone.

“I started [skating] my freshman year,” Luke Kondak, 
senior music major, said. “One of my friends had a Penny 
board, so I got one too. After that I just kinda kept using 
it because it was so nice to get around campus.” Kondak, 
along with his brother Graham Kondak, have been widely 
credited as the first skaters on campus.

“It’s fun, being one of the original people who started 
skating, because there’s people who I saw last year who 
didn’t have skateboards at all and now all of a sudden 
they’ve got their longboard or whatever this year. It’s fun!” 
Graham Kondak said, welcoming newcomers to the hobby 
with open arms.

The increase of skaters has, naturally, brought with it an 
expansion of the skating community; it seems that where 
there is one skater another will soon follow. The communi-
ty aspect of skating is potentially one of the most appealing 
incentives to buying your own board.

“It’s just skating with other people and having fun, real-
ly,” Graham Kondak said. “Like, it’s nice to get around on 
and makes it easy to get to class really fast, but ultimately 
when you’re skating and laughing with other people it just 
makes it so much more fun!” 

However, getting into the world of skating can be intimi-
dating. There are questions such as what type of board will 
be easiest to learn on, what types of hardware should the 
board be equipped with based on your environment as well 
as the fear of injury.

Some boards, like the Penny board, are small and incon-
spicuous; a great choice for taking into class. Also due to 
their small size, they can reach substantially high speeds. 
However, because they have a smaller deck, your feet 
cannot be as spread out and your ability to balance will be 
hindered. Learning on a Penny Board could be difficult.

If you decide to go with a longboard, however, you’ll 
have to deal with lugging around a piece of equipment that 
can be up to 11 pounds—not so good for taking into class. 
On the other hand, for leisure riding, long distances and 
generally having an easier time of staying on, longboards 
are a good choice. That being said, some skaters have tak-
en issue with the supposed practicality of using boards as a 
way to efficiently make it around campus. 

“It’s more challenging to skate on this campus, I would 
say, because all the buildings are relatively close togeth-
er,” Danielle DeYoung, freshman zoo and wildlife biology 
major, said. “Plus it’s very hilly… [campus is] just small 
enough that, yeah it’s convenient if you’re going to the 
Johnson Center, or from Devol Hall to Regula Hall or 
something, but it could be considered impractical other-
wise. But it’s very fun if you’re just vibing!” 

“It took a long while to get comfortable, especially on 
hills like the Johnson Center hill—that was pretty scary,” 
Luke Kondak said. “My words of advice would be to take 
it slow, don’t go crazy and be careful. You will fall. I mean, 
I’ve fallen, and everyone that I know has fallen. It’s a thing 
that happens, you just have to be ready for it.”

Even so, the enjoyment of skating itself has drawn 
enough of a crowd to make it a frequented pastime on 
campus. Though it’s not ideal, some amount of falling 
and injury is to be expected. Wearing safety gear such as 
helmets, knee pads and elbow pads can help mitigate this 
concern. 

With the arrival of winter and the unknown future amid 
COVID-19, it’s hard to tell if skating on campus will be 
an option in the coming months. However, during these 
tumultuous times, picking up a new hobby can create a 
generous layer of normalcy. If you ever have questions 
about the world of skating and how to get into it, ask your 
nearest skater for advice!

 “MY WORDS OF 
ADVICE WOULD BE 
TO TAKE IT SLOW, 
DON’T GO CRAZY, 
AND BE CAREFUL. 
YOU WILL FALL.”

said, encouraging traditional students to learn from 
their international counterparts. “Acknowledge your 
unfamiliarity, because after doing that and then asking 
me questions, I will be more than happy to share my 
story and my culture with you. Be open to our differences, 
engage with us, invite us and welcome us because it is 
challenging to create a new home.”

Get engaged with the international student community 
and let them know they have support. Contact Hoffman 
at 330-471-8139 or Scott at 330-471-8502 to get more 
information on international students and help support 
them during this stressful time.
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By Coralee Hochstedler

SKATING IS ON THE RISE

Gary Weed (Assistant Director of Campus Safety) Behind Thank You Campus Safety Sign. Photo by Lexi Betz

Jace Ward (Left), Danielle DeYoung (Middle) and Coralee Hochstedler (Right) Skate on Malone’s Campus. Photo by Max Maline
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