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NEW SEMESTER,
NEW COVID-19
PROCEDURES
COVID-19 Testing Changes from Last Semester. Photo by Graham Kondak

By Bekah Stranger
The Coronavirus Response Task Force has made some
adjustments to campus protocol and procedure this semester in light of the unpredictability of COVID-19.
While the committee has sought to allow for as much
normalcy as possible, a few changes were deemed necessary for spring 2021. These include changes to quarantine
protocol, the implementation of surveillance testing, and
the creation of new tools to help students self-monitor their
symptoms.
First, new quarantine protocols have been developed
in order to make the process as smooth as possible. The
quarantine and isolation system used last semester was
functional when only a few students were required to quarantine, but was quickly overwhelmed when a surge in quarantined students occurred around late October.
“It was too many people for us to serve effectively,” Tony
Schnyders, dean of community life and student engagement, said. Mel Scott, dean of students and chief student
development officer, agreed. “People are just having a better experience if they go home,” Scott said.
These conclusions led the task force to decide that students living within a 75-mile radius of campus will be asked
to move home if they are required to quarantine or isolate
over the course of the semester. This policy, however, is
flexible and students are able to petition to stay on campus
for their quarantine period if there are extenuating circumstances involved with
going home.
The task force has
also guaranteed that
quarantined students
on campus will be
allowed to go outside for exercise and
fresh air if they are
not displaying symptoms. Asymptomatic
quarantined students
will also be allowed
to pick up their own
food from the Brehme Centennial Center Conference Room,
which can be easily accessed from the back of the building.
Next, the task force has decided that 3% of the student
population will be surveillance tested each week. The testing pool will consist of both residents and commuters, and
will include both undergraduate and graduate students.
According to the “Spring 2021 Protocols” tab on the
Malone University website, the BinaxNow test has been adopted across campus. Students randomly selected for surveillance testing will be guided to self-administer a nasal
swab.
Surveillance tests are completely free, and will only be
administered to individuals who are not showing any
symptoms. Symptomatic students will still be directed by
the health center to get a test off-campus, as was required
last semester. The point of testing in this manner is to keep
symptomatic students physically isolated from the spaces
where asymptomatic surveillance testing will take place.

RESEARCH
READY
By Emma Martinez
Another semester has begun, and another round of syllabuses have been handed out. Students have made it through
the first two weeks of classes and many are already daunted by the assignments ahead. However, in this semester as
every semester before, the Everett L. Cattell Library stands
fully prepared to get students through their assignments
and projects.
Though the preparedness of the library never changes,
this semester will require a bit more intentionality and
foresight than in the past. Keeping library resources safe
and germ-free has become essential, which in turn has altered how the library staff operates.
“There is a quarantine of three days before you can touch
something,” Rebecca Fort, library director, said. “As far as
books that people order from other places, we put them in
quarantine. [When] somebody returns a book here we put
it in quarantine before it goes back up on the shelf, so it’s
safe by the time it goes out.”

There are a few steps students need to take once they
have been selected for surveillance testing. In order to get
test results and have a faster testing experience, students
should download the Navica app and fill out two forms
found on Malone Xpress before coming to their selected
testing appointment. The Navica app is used to notify students when their test results are ready. “Within 15 minutes
you will have results,” Scott said.
“I’ve already done the self-administered [COVID-19] test,
and it was fairly quick and easy,” Myriah Smith, a sophomore communication arts major, said. “I think that the additional testing and guidelines are necessary for us to have
a full and healthy semester.”
If a student has tested positive for COVID-19 in the past
90 days and has recovered, they will be exempted from the
surveillance testing process. Similarly, students who have
taken part in a previous surveillance test will not be asked
to test again for three weeks.
Finally, students will notice that a new symptom tracker
has been added to the Malone Xpress home screen; a tool
which, as of right now, is completely voluntary. If a student begins to feel symptomatic, filling out this form will
alert the health center and immediately direct the symptomatic individual to the necessary COVID-19 Intake Form.
Students who are not experiencing symptoms will see a
green check mark appear each day after they complete the
survey. “Should cases arise, we have the
capacity to make [the
symptom
tracker]
mandatory,”
Scott
said. While the task
force is hoping that
this measure will not
be necessary, they
realize that it may be
best to implement
precautionary measures. In the case of
.
a surge, students will
be required to present the check mark icon to staff members in order to enter class and the cafeteria. Showing a
staff member this icon will prove that to the best of his or
her ability a student has checked their symptoms that day
and has not been knowingly exposed to someone symptomatic. This will only be put in place if absolutely necessary.
“[During] this semester, it is really important for us to remain steadfast in our commitment to keep each other safe,”
Schnyders said. As they did last semester, the task force is
encouraging students to make choices that will have positive impacts on their peers and the community at large.
Wearing a mask and practicing social distancing are good
ways to respect others and keep case numbers down. The
task force is seeking to do everything they can to make sure
that students get to spend a safe and healthy spring semester on campus.
As this atypical school year continues on, campus leaders
understand that everyone is tired of the ways the COVID-19

Practically, this means that students will have less time
to procrastinate on projects that require books from the
library. Both books ordered from other locations or any
books that perhaps several students in the same class will
also be checking out are affected.
Though the process of getting books to patrons looks
different right now, several resources the Everett L. Cattell
Library offers are still in operation. OhioLINK and OPAL
are valuable resources, as they allow students the opportunity to order books from other schools.
“I am constantly using, as much as I can with COVID-19,
OPAL and OhioLINK,” Dr. Jacalynn Stuckey, professor of
history, said. “When I’m engaged in research and I need
books, I don’t have to buy them even when we may not have
them here in the library.”
Several students have also seen firsthand how useful ordering books through OhioLINK can be.
“[I love] the ability to request books from other libraries
because a lot of the books that I used for my thesis were
fiction, which our library does not have a lot of, so I was
able to go through the library’s systems to find all the books
I needed,” Daleen Cowgar, a senior English major and author of a recently finished honors thesis, said. “Also, the online databases were really helpful to find academic works I
needed.”
The online databases are also valuable resources that the
library provides. This feature is noted by professors, students and librarians alike.
“We have a lot of stuff online,” Fort said. “If people are doing remote work they don’t even have to come in to utilize
them, but I think that a lot of times people don’t go to the
library website to check.”
“When I do my research there are two online databases
that I use: EBSCO and JSTOR,” Stuckey said, “EBSCO is
more comprehensive, but sometimes JSTOR is easy to find
scholarly articles… Even if you don’t want to go into the library, there are still many resources that the library offers
online.” While online library resources are great tools in
students’ research arsenal, there is good reason to be wary
of the simple Google search.
“I think that [students] would be surprised at the amount
of things they miss by doing a Google search,” Fort said.
“When they use Google they get a lot of stuff, certainly, but
it’s not necessarily academic; it’s not necessarily true or
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“THE TASK FORCE HAS
DECIDED THAT 3% OF THE
STUDENT POPULATION
WILL BE SURVEILLANCE
TESTED EACH WEEK ”

“STUDENTS
FORGET THAT
THEY HAVE US AS
A RESOURCE.”

The COVID-19 pandemic also allowed for new plant
owners to develop a passion for caring for God’s creation.
Mitch Bodager, sophomore business administration and
marketing double major, got interested in plants after
encouragement from his sister. He has found that he enjoys
the aspect of watching something that he cares for grow
and thrive.

“WE ARE
CONTINUING HER
LEGACY WITH THE
GENERATIONAL
PLANTS.”

Max Maline’s Plants in his Room. Photo by Graham Kondak

DORM ROOM GARDENS
By Kate Daugherty
God calls His followers to take care of His creations and
be stewards of the Earth (Genesis 1:26-28, NIV). Taking
care of plants not only works to fulfill God’s request but a
routine to life. Catherine Martinez, senior creative writing
and fine arts double major, has over 20 plants in her
Whittier dorm room. She works to spread the joy of plants
with her friends by propagating her plants - taking small
parts of her own plants and repotting them in pots she
made in ceramics class.
“In freshman or sophomore year, I wanted a succulent
garden and went to Walmart to get five or six small ones
that I put in a pot together,” Martinez said. She loves to
take care of her plants even if each plant requires its own
type of care.
A popular type of plant to have on campus are members
of the succulent family, as they do not need a lot of water,
but love to soak up sunshine. A fern or potted plant, on
the other hand, needs a regular watering schedule, and an
indoor vine plant needs both a strong watering routine and
lots of sunlight.

Having plants in the dorm room is beneficial to the human
inhabitants of the space in many ways, such as the resulting
air exchange. Through the process of photosynthesis, plants
and humans work together to provide air for each other.
According to NASA, plants work to remove up to 87% of
volatile organic compounds toxins from a room every 24
hours.
Decorating a room with a plant also brightens your living
space. Coralee Hochstedler, junior communications arts
and global and international studies double major, has
plants at her home and in her dorm room because she loves
the power plants have to brighten a room.“I like having
plants - it spices up a room and makes it feel bright and
brings life to a room,” Hochstedler said. “My grandma was
a big planter and [my family] got to have some of her plants
when she passed, so it feels like t
Last spring, when students were sent home because
of COVID-19, it gave Hochstedler a chance to get more
plants to care for. She admits she still is learning about the
different needs of all her plants, but she enjoys the process.

“While there is a need for a routine, as long as caring for
them is not a chore, you can never have too many [plants],”
Bodager said. Keeping a routine involving watering and
caring for each individual plant was mentioned by Martinez,
Hochstedler and Bodager.
“I have a variety of plants, so I try to get on a regular
schedule to water all of [them],” Martinez said. “Some only
need water every few days, others need daily watering.”
“Having my watering schedule for my plants is a reminder
to take care of myself; seeing the plants that I’m taking care
of grow and flourish [reminds me] that I can help myself
too,” Hochstedler said.
Something to be aware of if owning a plant on campus:
the water that comes through the dorm room taps is
from the Canton City Water Supply, which carries some
minerals that could be harmful to certain sensitive plants.
Hochstedler recommends using a faucet filter or buying
distilled water to make sure the plants stay healthy.
Martinez, Hochstedler, and Bodager all agree: beginners
should start with one plant and just go for it! It will brighten
the room and add a new dimension to your living space.
If caring for a real plant becomes too much, many
stores also offer fake plants that look like real plants that
can decorate a dorm room. There are lots of ways to find
a routine and enhanced well-being with a bright, leafy
addition to your dorm room!
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pandemic has changed the campus community. At the
same time, they want students to be cautious and careful
about COVID-19 related requirements, now more than ever.
“I want to encourage the Malone community to resist
the temptation to relax with our protocol,” Schnyders said.
For more information about new procedures, items mentioned in this article and further guidelines, please visit the
Malone University “Spring 2021 Protocols” website found
at malone.edu/springprotocols.

factual. Sometimes, if they do find those things through
Google, they end up having to be charged for access when
we’ve already paid for it.”
“There’s no need to use un-peer reviewed or non-academic, non-scholarly resources from the internet; you can find
[academic sources] through our library… from the comfort
of your residential hall!” Stuckey said.
Students should also be aware of the wealth of information that are the library staff members. They are ready and
eager to assist students in avoiding common research mistakes and to help access information that students may not
find as easily on their own.
“Kris is our reference librarian… She’s working remote, so
she’s available [online] and she’s really good about watching her computer,” Fort said. “A lot of times I think people struggle with things that she could help them with very
quickly; I think that they tThe library is open and its staff is
ready and willing to assist students with whatever they can.
From online resources to finding books from the library
shelves, ordering from other libraries or even using the
unique resource that is the archives—students have all the
resources they need to successfully complete the research
projects that seem impossible at the outset of the semester.
Faith Brenneman, Junior, Helps Students
Checkout. Photo by Graham Kondak
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