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THE NEW BEGINNING
OF SHORTS
The Cast of “Dear Miss Pioneer.” Photo by Emily Kean

By Mya Clark
The student-led Fall Shorts Festival was Sunday, Oct.
10 through Tuesday, Oct. 12 and each night sold out the
COVID-19 capacity limit. This year’s Shorts Festival was
made up of four short plays with entirely different storylines
and characters.
Alpha Psi Omega (APO), Malone’s theatre honorary
group, gathered over the summer to choose the theme
of this year’s Shorts. They decided on “New Beginnings”
to show the challenges overcoming the pandemic and
struggles of having to save the theatre program.
“APO had gone through fundamental changes in the past
year and we had been working on new philosophies to come
off stronger in the upcoming year,” said Savannah Pew,
president of APO.
They reached out to student and alumni writers with
the help of Craig Joseph, the theatre director in residence.
Auditions were held in mid-September. Actors were
required to read from children’s books with a specific
emotion.
The directors were given
five scripts to work with and
narrowed down the scripts
to the ones they thought
were the most playable.
Then they chose each
cast based on the actors’
auditions.
“We had exactly the
number of actors for the
roles of the shows which
almost seemed like a sign
that we were doing the right
thing,” Pew said.
The first short was
“Campfire
Couple’s
Counseling,” written by Abi Jo Shoaff. It starred Ellie
Beckner, Tyler Kirker, Miki Strader, Elena Daley, and
Alyvia Brough. This play was directed by Faith Brenneman,
senior biology major, and first year director.
“Campfire Couple’s Counseling” told the story of an
engaged couple, Miles and Lucy, and their last night of
camping when they were bombarded by a hitchhiker, circus
performer, and ranger. Miles insisted that the visitors
were unwanted and his selfishness conflicted with Lucy's
hospitality. Through comical and heartfelt moments, Miles
learns to love and care for their guests and together they
become a big group of happy campers.
Brenneman was a part of APO’s summer planning and
headed the Shorts committee. She had been an actress in
Shorts over the past few years and wanted to try something
new by directing.

“Working as a director is very different from working as
an actress and was a change I had to adjust to,” Brenneman
said. Taking the responsibility for the other actors was part
of that change.
“My favorite memory was seeing the end of the show
which was very rewarding and coming to the realization
that this was our show we had worked on for a month,”
Brenneman said.
The second short was “Room for the Spirit,” which was
written by Alyssa Crowley and Isaac Brenneman, and
starred Isaac Sustar and Belle Hartman. This play was
directed by Emily Kean, senior double major in finance and
business administration. This two-actor play took place
in a Chuck E. Cheese with a long table, talking about the
universe.
“It is almost like two young normal people realizing life
and you truly feel that ‘I’m out of college experience and
here are my struggles in life,’” said Kean.
The struggles of this
play reflected singleness,
growing in life, and not
knowing where to begin. As
a graduating senior, this play
really hit hard for Kean.
Like Brenneman, this was
Kean’s first year directing
after acting in four years of
shorts. She incorporated
her experience with other
directors into her own style,
which focused on character
development and script
reading to turn it into real
life.
“I really wanted them to
have character development because it was such a hard
script and they [didn’t have] much movement,” said Kean.
She wanted the actors to create their own idea of who they
wanted their character to be. Kean and the actors carefully
read the script and brainstormed ideas on a whiteboard to
bring the characters to life.
Kean’s favorite memory was doing exercise for character
development and watching the two actors mold into the
characters they wanted to be.
Hartman wanted her character to be a secretary in her
late twenties aiming to be a manager, whereas Sustar
wanted his character to be a CSI in his early thirties with no
desires of the future.

“GET INVOLVED
AND TRY OUT FOR
SHORTS [OR OTHER
PRODUCTIONS] NO
MATTER WHERE
YOU COME FROM!”

Shorts, Continued on Page 2

Unknown to most, a recording studio is available for
students to use in the Johnson Center on the northside of
the first floor. The studio is a five-room suite with rooms
for different types of recording that can be accessed by
contacting a music production student.
The studio, also known as the music lab, was designed
for music students, but, as Technical Coordinator Joshua
McManaway explains, music is no longer a strong major at
Malone. The studio is now used less than in any previous
year.
A large instrument room is available for recording piano,
guitar and other instruments. There is also a drum room
and a vocal recording room. The glass and cream walls
create a bright space filled with microphones and tools of
music.
Professors have used the studio to record sound effects
and speech for class. Currently, the tech studio may be
better for recording voice over video.

“I THINK WE'RE
GOING TO
CONTINUE TO
EXPLORE WAYS
THAT EVERYONE
AT MALONE WILL
HAVE ACCESS TO
THE [STUDIO]
SPACE.”

Many students have used the studio for music or other
projects. The Celebration worship team plans to use this
space to record an extended play (EP) album in the near
future.
“At one point we had 25 or 28 majors in music technology
and they were in and out of that lab all the time,” Michael
Benson, music department chair, said.
Music production is no longer available as a major to new
students because the program has been cut. Demand for
music programs have dwindled recently to the point where
it made sense to downsize.
There are only three music production majors currently
at Malone and they will be the last for the foreseeable
future. Due to its lack of use, other students are encouraged
to utilize the studio.
“Every space at Malone—[whether] it's a science lab
or computer lab or digital arts lab—should be open to all
students,” Benson said. “I think we're going to continue to
explore ways that everyone at Malone will have access to
the [studio] space.”
Any current Malone student can use the recording studio
for free. Leaving such a space unused is a waste of resources
as well as creativity and education opportunities.

Recording Studio, Continued on Page 2

MAYOR’S BOWL

The Winning Team of the Mayor’s Bowl. Photo by Azuré Curtis

By Ariana Manos
Malone’s football program ran for 26 years, from 1993
and disbanding in 2019. The news of its discontinuation
came as a shock to many, especially those athletes and
coaches who depended on the program for their jobs and
scholarships. The Board of Trustees’ decision to cut football
reduced annual expenses by a million dollars.
Fortunately, affected students in the program were
taken care of; a commitment from the university was made,
promising to continue financial aid for those that chose to
stay at the university.
During the program’s lifetime, the Pioneers posted seven
winning seasons and had many successes with individuals.
A Malone alumni, Ashton Dulin ‘18, continued his football
career in the National Football League (NFL) playing for
the Indianapolis Colts.
However, the football tradition hasn’t completely ceased.
A team in the 2021 Davenport Derby dedicated their couch
to the memory of Malone’s football team. Additionally,
the program was honored through the Mayor’s Bowl flag
football tournament on October 3.

The tournament consisted of four teams, two
representing Walsh and two representing Malone. The
single-elimination rounds started with the Malone teams
playing each other and were followed by the Walsh teams
doing the same. The winner from each was then to compete
against each other, forming an intense showdown between
the long-standing rivals.
“I decided to help coach in the Mayor's Bowl because I
wanted to beat Walsh and have fun being around football,”
said John Evins, a sophomore coach for a Malone team. “Our
team’s mantra was ‘JV squad’ because we wanted to keep
an underdog mentality when we played. Our preparation
involved scouting, practicing, and memorization of the
playbook and audibles we used in the game. We honestly
just took notes on how the opposing players performed. If
we didn't do that, we just watched and took mental notes
on the other team.”
The teams made preparations to gear up for the
tournament by scrimmaging against Tiffin a week before.
Addressing small details was essential to the success of
tryouts, the scrimmage, and the game.
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“THERE WAS
EXCITEMENT
FROM THE
STUDENT SECTION
AND A LOT OF
SCHOOL SPIRIT”

to our team, practicing twice a week, and doing our part to
contribute to the team as a whole.”
“We encouraged each other at all times,” Benson-Ludle
said. “[To prepare, we] conditioned and practiced our 10
plays. [We cheered] each other on when we did something
good and when we messed up and needed a pick me up.”
Volunteers allowed for the entire process to run smoothly.
They helped run drills, maintain the water coolers, referee,
set up the field, keep score, assist the announcer, and set
up/tear down the tailgate.
“I wanted to play because football is fun and there’s no
contact,” said Noah Smith, freshmen on the Malone team.
“[I thought the] biggest contributor was Zeke Yost.”
Student Senate planned a tailgate event at the tournament
to rally student support.
“There was excitement from the student section and a lot
of school spirit,” said Lauren Goehring, a freshman that
attended the game. “The people on the field were rowdy
and cheering for the team. They were really getting into it.”
“There were good plays and some good scoring by Malone,”
Goehring said. “The [announcer] was pretty good as well
[and] they were selling shirts for only five dollars. They had
popcorn and they were handing out some stuff, [like] free
wristbands.”
Students were able to enjoy a meal outside while cheering
on their team at Pioneer Park, wearing white to show their
support. Malone brought home the win against Walsh. The
final championship score was 20-12.

Recording Studio, Continued

The third short was “The Red Lowercase T,” written by
This was set on a new beginning for a bachelorette
Hannah Robinson and starring Josof Ruttig, Hayley Fantin, named Liz, a college student looking for her soulmate. The
Nick Hughes, Mikayla Warner, Jill Kirkham, and Tyler
audience was actively involved and chose who she should
Kirker. Directed by Savannah Pew, senior nursing major
be with. A different ending was chosen each night, so the
and first year director, this play tells the story of vampires
three bachelors were able to have their happy endings on
who are running a blood drive and three humans they come
stage with Liz.
in contact with.
“Each play had a tie-in of the theme to celebrate our new
Through this experience they each develop a deeper
beginning and our new reopening to live theatre, which we
understanding for each other and realize that neither group
had been missing a lot,” Pew said.
means the other harm. They make a new beginning for one
Each short was a transition from what was supposed to
another and learn not to assume the worst in people.
be to what it is now.
Josof Ruttig, sophomore early education major, played
Pew, along with the other directors, believe that the end
Bram in “The Red Lowercase T.” He was one of three
show was so rewarding seeing how much everyone enjoyed
vampires that played a role of calming the panicked
the experience.
characters from harming one another.
“What we started with was a group of theatre people, but
“It was a great experience and I enjoyed watching the other
what we ended up with were theatre people who loved their
actors grow from day one to end of production,” Ruttig said. craft, who were interested in it, and who were genuinely
He encourages those who want to audition for the Shorts
dedicated to being there every night,” said Pew.
Festival next year that it is a very light responsibility and
The future event for the theatre program will be the
anyone from any acting background can do it.
main stage performance “Almost, Maine” opening on
Hayley Fantin, junior early childhood education and
Nov. 18 through Nov. 20, 2021. With nine short plays, this
intervention specialist double major, played Wanda in “The
production explores love and loss in a remote mythical
Red Lowercase T.” She was a vampire that had a wide range
town called Almost, Maine. This play will have comedy,
of emotions and feared getting caught and being forced to
drama, romance, real, and absurd moments that will be
move to a different city.
worth watching.
A struggle for Fantin was being in a vulnerable situation
Brenneman, along with the other cast members,
that the character was in. Her cast was able to help her
encouraged everyone to give theatre a try.
express herself in the character.
“Get involved and try out for shorts [or other productions]
“My favorite memory had to be the second night of the
no matter where you come from!” Brenneman said.
show,” Fantin said. “My castmate had lost his fangs in the “Anyone can do it and it is a great experience.”
middle of the show and we had to improv without breaking
character.”
The audience was full of laughter and it challenged the
actors to stay in character without laughing too.
The last short of the night was “Dear Miss Pioneer” written
by Myriah and Makayla Smith, directed by Savannah Pew,
and starring Willow Mantooth, Alissagrace Raynak, Dylan
Riffle, Keon Dalziel, Kuba Adamski, and Sarah Kean.

STAFF

“I decided to play because I was helping out with tryouts
and… I got excited and wanted to play myself,” Faith
Benson-Ludle, a senior on the Malone team. “Our team
knew we had to earn it to win. We were all super dedicated
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The JC Recording Studio Equipment. Photo by Ellie
“The only requirement is that they get in contact with a
production student so the production student can be there
in the studio with them just to keep things in check [and to]
make sure everyone knows what's going on,” said Graham
Kondak, a music production major.
“The studio is here, and so we might as well be using it and
if there's people on campus who want a studio to use, we
want this resource to be here for them,” Kondak said.
The studio has been made open for students to use before.
Dr. Ballard, a former music professor, had the studio open
for students as long as it was not occupied. Even though it
has been made able to use, use of the studio has not before
been advertised to be used for students.
Previously there was a paper schedule on the door of the
studio, but the room is not used enough for there to be a
time conflict.
“I would encourage someone to take the MUS 172 [music
technology] course to have access to the space,” said Benson.
Students can use many of the instruments as long as they
are taken care of and the student knows how to use them.
Other than Kondak, the music production majors are
Hannah Robinson and Xerxes Smith. Contact Linda
Hamilton, Michael Benson, or one of these students to ask
about using the studio.
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