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SAAC COMMUNITY
SERVICE CHALLENGE

Softball Team vs. Men's Golf Team Compete in Volleyball on Nov. 9. Courtesy photo by Amber Robinson

By Connor Curry
The Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) has
launched an exciting challenge for the month of November
to incentivize community service.
SAAC is a nationwide committee made up of student
athletes to give university officials proper insight into the
student athlete experience. SAAC offers input on rules,
regulations and policies that affect student athletes' ways of
life during their college career.
SAAC is intended to serve as a way to have open
communication among student athletes, coaches, and
athletic administrators to improve the overall student
athlete experience as well as promote growth and education
through the participation of sports.
SAAC head officers for the 2021-2022 academic year
are co-presidents Lauren Bennett, senior professional
education major and softball player, and Lexi Betz, senior
communication arts major and softball player. Co-vice
presidents are Robin Campbell, senior sport management
major and women’s basketball player, and Patrick Alvarez,
senior sport management major and men’s soccer player.
Other officers are secretary Anna Hopple, junior primary
childhood education major and volleyball player; social
media coordinator Kelsey Stadler, freshman digital arts
major and women’s golf player; event planner Ryan Dean,
junior political science major and men’s soccer player;
and staff advisor Bill Eddins, head women’s golf coach.
Additionally, SAAC is composed of at least one or two
athletes from each sports team.
November is notoriously known as the month designated
for community service in the Great Midwest Athletic
Conference, which is the current athletic conference
Malone is involved in. Co-presidents Bennett and Betz
are given credit for the idea of this year's November SAAC
challenge. It was designed to create a fun and competitive
atmosphere amongst student athletes while completing
community service projects.
Teams can earn 20 points for each completed community
service project during November.
Athletic teams can also challenge other teams to sports
competitions where each team is awarded five points and
the winner of the two is awarded an additional 10 points.
Three points are awarded for each team member that
follows the SAAC Instagram account, @malonesaac.
The athlete social, which took place on Nov. 14, is also
a way to earn points, as each team member present is
awarded five points toward their team’s total. The social
serves as a break from stress as well as an opportunity for
athletes to socialize and get to know each other better.
“[The social] creates a sense of community among the
athletes,” Betz said. “We are all very busy and I think
sometimes we get lost in our jobs here of just working hard
and doing what we need to do.”

As of Nov. 12, the men’s golf team is in first place with
15 points after defeating the softball team in a competitive
volleyball match, which took place on Nov. 9.
Other teams, however, are expected to receive points in
the near future with upcoming community service events
and sports challenges. With this in mind, it is safe to say
that any team on campus is still in the running for being
awarded team champions.
The winning team of the November competition will
receive t-shirts to signify their accomplishments. Although
this does not seem like much, the whole concept of the
challenge is to promote unity between athletic teams on
campus while providing service to the campus community.
“We are trying to establish some new traditions,” Staff
Advisor Eddins said. “We would like this [event] to carry on
into the future.”
COVID-19 has disrupted many campus-wide activities
for athletes and traditional students alike, including the
Malone Sports Awards. This event is held annually, usually
at the tail end of the spring semester, but has been canceled
the past two years due to COVID-19.
These awards are presented to showcase all the
accomplishments athletes have made over the course of
the year including those teams who have worked to make
Malone a better campus.
“We look forward to celebrating [the Malone Sports
Awards], and recognizing the team with the most community
service hours,” Eddins said. “It is really appreciated by the
campus community.”
SAAC officers and members have high hopes that their
efforts will influence all students to be more involved in the
campus community.
“I think it is important for other students to see athletes'
involvement in the community,” David Chapman, senior
finance major and men’s golf player, said. “[We need to
take] pride in our campus. We all live here; we all want to
see it thrive.”
“I would advise future students to become a part of SAAC
because it gives you a voice for both yourself and your
teammates,” Bennett said. “We have opportunities within
SAAC to bring athletes closer together, create community,
and change policies if need be.”
All Malone athletes are encouraged to be a part of the
SAAC family, which not only gives students the opportunity
to voice their opinions but ultimately fosters growth for
the campus community. Athletes who are interested in
partnering with SAAC should reach out to their coach or
any one of the officers listed above.

2021 YOUTH
EXPLOSION
By Jalen P. Turner
Since starting 34 years ago in 1987, Youth Explosion
has been a popular and well-known conference in the area
surrounding Malone. Youth Explosion is a youth ministry
conference welcoming middle and high school students
from all denominations. For the past 20+ years, Jim Davis,
’84, associate pastor of Willoughby Hills Friends Church,
has been the director of Youth Explosion.
The well-known commandment, “Love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no other command greater than these,”
Mark 12:31 (CSB), was the 2021 theme of this year’s Youth
Explosion held at Malone. It was held November 12-13
primarily in the Johnson Center.
The weekend was filled with different events and
activities, including performances by Christian music
artists — such as KB, The Young Escape, and Jared Hall —
sessions, group activities and motivational messages from
Christian speaker Reggie Dabbs.

“I THINK IT'S A
GREAT WAY TO
REACH OUT TO
THE COMMUNITY
AND GIVE BACK.”
Tim Bryan, vice president of marketing and
communications, played a huge role in the planning of
Youth Explosion. Bryan, the planning committee chair,
oversaw a group of 13 Malone students and staff who met
up once a week for six months.
This experience was somewhat new to Bryan and his
committee, as the institution played a bigger role in this
event than what they did in the past.
“We hosted a virtual Youth Explosion last year due to
COVID-19, so we were familiar with the publicity and
scheduling but did not host visitors to campus last year,”
Bryan said. “We had around 400 join us virtually, but
we didn't have a chance to welcome [them in person] or
show hospitality to them. This year we did as we had
approximately 520 participants who spent a day and a half
at Malone.”
Although a new experience for Tim, he enjoyed the
experience of planning Youth Explosion.
“Seeing more than 500 young people celebrating their
faith together and doing it at Malone was one of my favorite
things about Youth Explosion,” Bryan said. “We [as a
campus] are the perfect site for this event, and I think we
put our best foot forward with the way we took care of our
visitors.”
Great things happened at Youth Explosion, including a
session of testimonies from students.
“[The testimonies given] were powerful,” Bryan said. “You
could have heard a pin drop in the Worship Center…it was
great to hear how Malone has helped them on their faith
journey. It was an emotional session for many people.”
Youth Explosion was a hit, but so were the students who
worked behind the scenes.
“We had a great partnership with Marva Hoopes’ [MIN
424] Servant Leadership class and our student planning
team members, Alexa Riemenschneider, Keith Deak and
Destiny Tackett,” Bryan said. “They were instrumental in
the success of the event.”

Youth Explosion, Continued on Page 2

FALL WRITERS SERIES

Beth Ann Fennelly Shares Her Work on Sept. 30. Courtesy photo by Dr. Cherie Parsons

By Ariana Manos
Every semester brings a new, diverse collection of
authors from across the country to Malone’s campus. This
fall, three authors, Beth Ann Fennelly, Meghan O’Gieblyn,
and Sarah Kay, visited for Malone’s annual Writers Series.
The authors read their pieces during the individual writers’
events, answer students’ questions and share their own
unique writing techniques through masterclasses.
Students that are part of the English department attend
these events as part of a class required for their curriculum.
Students study and reflect each author’s unique writing
style.
“While I've been inspired by every writer that has
visited Malone, Beth Ann Fennelly's visit to Malone was
a fundamental experience for me,” Lucas Clark, a senior
English and creative writing double major, said. “I read
Fennelly’s ‘Heating and Cooling: 52 Micro Memoirs’ at
a perfect time in my life where I was learning to write in
condensed forms.”
“I find her work to be an inspiring example of how poetry
can be found in prose, and I study her work to improve the
conciseness of my own prose poems,” Clark said.
During her reading, Fennelly shared short prose pieces.
Included were works from her recent memoir collection,
as well as some unpublished pieces. Her reading was the
earliest of this semester’s three Writers Series events and
was held outdoors in the Hoover Courtyard.
“I really liked the atmosphere of the Beth Ann Fennelly
[event],” Jenna Beakas, senior biochemistry major, said. “I
liked the outdoor atmosphere with the lights.”

“Beth Ann Fennelly's readings influenced me,” Beakas
said. “I felt an interest in writing and expressing myself
artistically through writing. I would encourage people who
haven't attended an event before to at least try one out; they
can awaken an interest in writing that maybe you didn't
even know you had before.”
Fennelly is an English professor at the University of
Mississippi and boasts a wide range of published works,
from poetry books to a novel as well as the collection of
micro memoirs. Since 2002, she has published “Open
House,” “Tender Hooks,” “Unmentionables,” “Great with
Child,” “The Tilted World,” and “Heating & Cooling: 52
Micro-Memoirs.”
“The Writers Series is a focal point of the experience
provided to majors in English and creative writing,” Dr.
Cherie Parsons, professor of English, said. “It’s also open
to all students at Malone, and all are invited to attend the
afternoon masterclasses as well as the evening readings.”
“A school of Malone’s size doesn’t often have this type of
continued opportunity for engagement with professional
writers,” Parsons said. “We are grateful for the continued
support of the University, specifically Provost Dr. Greg
Miller. The English department is proud of the Writers
Series and the way it contributes to the thriving of our
students as writers and creatives.”
A blurb about the authors, as well as the location and time
at which the events are held, are posted on fliers throughout
campus on bulletin boards. Additional information can be
found by reaching out to students and staff involved in the
English department.

“The draw of the Writer Series events is the opportunity
to experience a contemporary author share their work and
understanding of the world,” Clark said. “It's a different way
for students to interact with reading and writing through
being able to interact with an author on-stage.”

“I FELT AN
INTEREST IN
WRITING AND
EXPRESSING
MYSELF
ARTISTICALLY
THROUGH
WRITING."
“It's a very different experience to hear how an author
reads their own work,” Clark said. “The Writers Series
events allow students to hear how each author approaches
rhythm, tone, and mood in their work.”
“The events have honestly allowed me to have more of
a variety in the books that I read since I've been able to
experience authors I've never heard of before,” Clark said.
“I love that the Writers Series event hosts diverse authors
who bring idiosyncratic voices and testaments to the beauty
in their lives.”
Each author from this year’s Writers Series brought a
unique style and message with their readings. O’Gieblyn’s
preferred medium is essays. Exploration is a theme in both
of her published collections: “Interior States: Essays” and
“God, Human, Animal, Machine: Technology, Metaphor,
and the Search for Meaning.”
From New York City, Kay founded Project VOICE, a group
dedicated to empowering individuals through language.
She has four books of poetry published: “B,” “The Type,”
“All Our Wild Wonder,” and “No Matter the Wreckage.”
“If you haven't attended an event, you should come to one
next semester,” Clark said. “Come with an open mind, and
maybe you'll discover something new about yourself or the
world. If you have attended, you should invite some friends
to bring with you next time.”
Though all of the Writers Series events for the fall
2021 semester have passed, the Writers Series tradition
will continue into coming semesters, and the English
department invites and welcomes any student interested to
attend!

Youth Explosion, Continued
Destiny Tackett, junior youth and educational ministries
major, was very involved in both planning and participating.
Tackett was one of the students who led the fun-filled,
hilarious karaoke activity during the conference. Aside
from those roles, she also told her testimony and prayed
over the youth on the altar.
“My favorite elements of Youth Explosion were the
speakers, the variety of activities, the concert, and the
testimonies,” Tackett said. “Everything was so good.”
“Reggie Dabbs was amazing,” Tackett said. “He spoke with
a lot of power in his voice, wasn’t afraid to tell the truth, and
had a huge impact on the youth. He was very personable.”
Being part of this event was a huge experience for Tackett.
Helping plan the conference and being involved in and
responsible for different roles was a learning experience,
but Tackett made clear she wouldn’t trade it for anything.
With an enjoyable experience and great outcome,
Youth Explosion continues to aim higher and higher each
year, and this year was no exception. Congratulations to
those involved on a wonderful event!

Youth Explosion Visitors Gather in the JC Worship Center During Youth Explosion. Photo by Trent McCune
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