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At Malone, the Honors Program helps students 
academically and intellectually through experiences in and 
outside of the classroom. 

The Honors Program is available to students with a 
3.6+ GPA and a score of 26+ on the ACT (or equivalent 
SAT score). The program helps students to have more 
experience in their field of study and an application built 
towards grad school or high-end jobs. 

The honors thesis, the culmination of the program and 
the final requirement to graduate with honors, involves 
a two-semester independent study on a topic of interest 
chosen by the student.

Students completing an honors thesis work closely with 
faculty advisors and other students within the honors 
community. Through the thesis process, students develop 
critical thinking skills, 
confidence and knowledge 
within their area of interest. 

An honors student 
beginning their thesis needs 
the appropriate three-
credit-hour course: Honors 
Thesis I (HON494) during 
the first semester and 
Honors Thesis II (HON496) 
the second semester. 
Honors Thesis I requires 
the completion of a thesis 
proposal and Honors Thesis 
II requires completion of 
the thesis, defending it and 
presenting it. 

Steven Hennis, senior 
business administration 
and finance double-major, 
has been part of the Honors Program since his freshman 
year. Hennis did his thesis on emotional intelligence (EI), 
or how one uses emotional control in a workplace to deal 
with hard conversations. 

“In high school I had a communication class, and my 
teacher gave us a statistic that talked about “soft skills” 
versus “hard skills,” and how you need to be able to do the 
hard skills in a workplace,” Hennis said. “I didn’t realize 
that if you can’t communicate well with other people you 
will not be able to cooperate or be respected by other people 
within the workplace.”

An interesting thesis for Hennis to complete was to find a 
study that shows EI is linked to helping reduce aggression. 
Studies show it is helpful to understand what people are 
verbally and nonverbally communicating to you and to 
reduce miscommunication and aggression.

One challenge that Hennis faced was being easily 
distracted and impatient with his thesis process. 

By Mya Clark

Erienne Ballard Presents Her Thesis Concerning a Hospital in Kibimba, Burundi in Africa on 
Nov. 22. Photo by Karly Bruce

“Advice I’d give to a student [interested in completing a 
thesis] is don’t be intimidated by the process,” Hennis said. 

“It is rewarding once you see all of your hard academic work 
being shown off.”

Students interested in attending Hennis’ thesis 
presentation should head to the Johnson Center on 
Thursday, Dec. 9 at 6:10 p.m. Here, Hennis will present and 
defend his work to a panel of faculty, including explaining 
his work for the attending audience. 

Erienne Ballard, senior nursing and global studies 
double-major, has been part of the Honors Program for four 
years. Ballard presented her thesis titled “The Exploration 
of Economics in the Culture of Nursing Care” on Nov. 22. 

Ballard traveled to Kibimba, Burundi in Africa where she 
spent a month in hospitals observing, interviewing, and 

researching for her thesis. 
“I was supposed to go to 

Guatemala for six weeks 
in May 2020, but then 
COVID-19 happened,” 
Ballard said. “I canceled 
that trip and planned it 
again for May 2021 through 
the entire summer, and 
then in January the trip got 
canceled.” 

 She also tried to go 
to Costa Rica, Bolivia, 
Nicaragua, Honduras and 
Uganda, but these trips 
were also canceled. She 
then got connections to 
go to Nepal for an entire 
summer, but then that 
program got canceled as 

well because of a COVID-19 crisis. The challenges Ballard 
faced had her change her thesis many times but finally was 
able to go to Africa. 

Ballard’s family often travels to different countries doing 
research and practicing medicine. Her mother is also a 
nurse and was a big inspiration to her thesis. Ballard wanted 
to show cultural compassion by having the willingness and 
knowledge to converse with others. 

“If I could give any student advice on wanting to join [the 
Honors Program], it would be to find a subject they are 
passionate about because not only will it push you to finish 
it, but it will also make you want to keep researching and 
writing about that topic,” Ballard said.

Hannah Robinson, senior Bible and theology and music 
production double-major, has been in the Honors Program 
for four years and did her thesis presentation her junior 
year. Robinson completed a thesis titled “The Influences 
of Biblical Portraits of Insiders and Outsiders and How It 
Affects Churches Today.” 

The Christmas season seems to be approaching fast, and 
for Malone, the list of traditions was rolled out the first 
week of December. Malone always has a keen sense of the 
Christmas season and continues to offer many traditions 
that help students get excited and involved. 

With the many Christmas traditions that Malone holds to, 
there are three that seem to stand out: the chorale and band 
performing for Christmas at Malone, the Christmas tree 
lighting, and the Havi House. These were all created as a 
way for Malone students to enjoy the season for themselves 
and to build further community on campus.

“Every time the chorale gathers, we are working to polish 
our Christmas music and make it a little better at each 
rehearsal,” Dr. Marin Jacobson, director of choral activities, 
said at the time of writing. “It is always fun to come together 
and find joy in singing good Christmas music.”

“For me as director, the most exciting part is when…
everyone is on the same wavelength as we are bringing the 
music to life,” Jacobson said. “That’s when the composer's 
intent can come across in a moving way. It will be a high 
point of your Christmas celebration—it will be beautiful.”

The Christmas at Malone: Our Hope's Bright Dawning 
concert was Friday and Saturday, Dec. 3-4, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Johnson Center Worship Center. The concert featured 
preludes by the piano ensemble and jazz ensemble, as well 
as performances by the chorale, Amplified, the symphonic 
band, and the chamber orchestra.

Before the concert, however, the Christmas tree lighting 
was one of the first Malone traditions on Nov. 30 at 8 p.m. 
The Campus Activity Board (CAB) lit the tree by the Hoover 
Courtyard.

“I am excited [for this event] because Dr. King and his wife, 
Winnie, will be there to read the Christmas Story,” Tiffany 
Bolen, a co-director of CAB, said at the time of writing. “The 
Celebration team [will] come out and lead some worship 
during the event as well.”

“It feels like New York with the big tree lighting,” Bolen 
said. “I think that this will be a time to also remember what 
Christmas is for … This night is planned to be laid back … 
and filled with worship for students to take it easy [before 
finals].”

Christmas Dinner has returned for all undergraduate 
students in the Dining Hall on Friday, Dec. 10 from 4:30 
to 6 p.m. The cafeteria will be decked out with tablecloths, 
nice dishes and fancy food. Students typically dress up and 
take photos in front of the large Christmas tree in the lobby.

Tickets are required to enter, but they were offered free 
for students to pick up Nov. 29–Dec. 1, Dec. 3, or Dec. 6–8 
from 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

IT’S THAT 
TIME OF YEAR: 
CHRISTMAS AT 
MALONE
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The senior is the center stage of the performance, but 
they are not typically alone while performing. There may 
be other instrumentalists on stage during different songs 
to add to the show and to help support the music being 
produced by the senior.

Most senior recitals are held in the Stewart Room in the 
Barn. Other than some final rehearsals, most of the practice 
that the students put in is done in the music rehearsal suite 
in the Johnson Center. Even though the practice rooms 
located in this suite are locked, each music student has a 
key. 

At the beginning of their senior year, music majors pick a 
date for when they will put on their recital. Seniors who are 
music education majors have less of a window to perform, 
due to student-teaching one semester of their senior year. 

Attending a senior recital is free for everyone. Family, 
friends, students, and anyone else in the community is 
welcome to attend. This year, the recitals have been and 
will continue to be streamed online as well.

“You will see a lot of smiling faces and a lot of happy people 
to support the performer,” Fanning said. “We start right on 
time and [beforehand] the programs are passed out.

 At the end, you congratulate the performer and the family 
may provide food for the audience. It's really fun overall.”

Senior recitals are concerts put on by students graduating 
from the Malone music department. These seniors may 
invite other people to add to their performance musically, 
but the recital is ultimately their own to present. 

“For students who are majoring in music, part of their 
training and experience involves kind of a capstone event 
[the senior recitals],” Jason Wyse, band director and 
instructor of music, said. “It's the result of their private study 
of their instrument, hours of practicing and developing… 
It’s the culmination of all of that musical training.”

Senior recitals are a chance to showcase this intensive 
work to the world, and serve as a final gateway on the 
journey to get their degree. 

“[Senior recitals] are basically [music students] taking the 
things they learned and they understand from music theory 
or their understanding of certain music style or music 
history and being able to apply them in a performance 
setting,” Keon Dalziel, senior music major, said. 

As the director of the entire performance, the graduating 
student chooses their concert repertoire. With this list of 
music pieces in mind, the student then decides who to ask 
to accompany them (if the student needs accompaniment). 
The music instructor each student works with is there to 
help guide the student through these decisions.

“Senior recitals are… like a comprehensive ‘Here’s what 
we’ve learned; we’re ready to go out into the world to teach 
and perform on our instrument,’ ” Kaitlyn Fanning, senior 
music education major, said.

STUDENT-PRODUCED 
SENIOR RECITALS

By Rigel Le Claire

Malone’s current COVID-19 procedures still apply for 
senior recitals. At the time of writing, the performers on 
stage are not required to wear masks when performing and 
properly distanced, however, the audience is required to 
be wearing masks. Please visit malone.edu/covid-updates/
covid-protocols-for-fall-2021/ for updated COVID-19 
regulations.

Each recital takes up to one hour. There are some 
exceptions, including those performed by music education 
majors. These students are limited to only performing a 
half-hour recital due to the duplicity of their major. 

Audience members should come expecting to feel a 
variety of emotions they may not normally feel. The recitals 
have a uniquely emotional theme that the performer chose 
ahead of time to communicate. If the audience wants 
the best experience, they should arrive with a little bit of 
emotional vulnerability.

“If someone has prepared their senior recital correctly, 
they should be able to communicate a certain type of 
emotion,” Dalziel said. “With my senior recital, there was a 
lot of variety of characters; I was happy in love, or rather, I 
was describing that scene, or there was a lot of angst I had, 
or a lot of contemplation that was taking place. The recital 
performer should be able to take their audience on a ride of 
emotions and feeling throughout their music.”

 It's never too late to start experiencing music, or even to 
branch out into different genres of music. Senior recitals 
provide a rich experience that benefits all in attendance. 
These performances show the best Malone’s music 
department has to offer.

Students interested in attending upcoming senior recitals 
can find the full list of event dates and times on the music 
department’s public events calendar on the Malone website.

Guest tickets can be purchased for $16 from Student 
Development Nov. 29 – Dec. 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Havi House, a campus favorite run mostly by students, 
will also be making a return this Christmas season on Dec. 
10.

“We always have our event, Havi House, the same day 
as the Christmas Dinner so after the dinner, everyone can 
come to Haviland and walk through,” Micah Czirr, the 
resident director of Haviland and Fox Halls, said. “Each 
floor [of Haviland] will have a theme, with the first floor 
usually being mini golf, and the next two floors with varying 
themes.”

“Last year we didn’t get the chance to do the Havi house, 
but some of the guys did a ‘Mary Did You Know’ skit 
instead,” Czirr said. “They played the song and acted out 
the birth of Jesus in the quad, and there is a chance that the 
skit could make a return, but I am not sure.”

Havi House is usually on the same night as Christmas 
at Malone, but since the concert is the week before, more 
people will be able to participate. Czirr hopes it will be even 
bigger this year.

“[Havi House] is kind of like if you went to a haunted 
house, but it was happy and cheerful the entire time, that’s 
kind of the vibe,” Czirr said. “You will go from place to place 
to see what awkward thing is next, except it is not scary 
at all… The big thing I am excited about is the potential 
snowball fight after,” Czirr said.

The Christmas season is approaching faster than ever, 
and pre-COVID traditions are coming back better than ever 
this year to bring the Christmas spirit to campus.

Want to write or produce the Aviso? 
Contact Editor in Chief Tori Rodgers for 

more info at theaviso@gmail.com!

“YOU WILL SEE A 
LOT OF SMILING 
FACES AND A LOT 
OF HAPPY PEOPLE 
TO SUPPORT THE 
PERFORMER”

Keon Dalziel’s Senior Recital on Nov. 22. Photo by Ellie Beckner
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“I was trying to find something I was passionate about 
and something that was broad enough where I wouldn’t get 
bored with it, but focused enough to find some direction on 
it,” Robinson said. 

Robinson did a creative and research process because 
she believed her topic should be expressed on a personal 
level in addition to just the facts.

She wanted to go with a scriptural theme that looked 
at three different narrative stories about insiders and 
outsiders to create a portrait of exclusion and inclusion. She 
then synthesized her findings into something applicable 
and incorporated a series of poems that went along with 
the research portion. 

“I wanted something that seemed relevant to others and 
myself on a deeper and more personal level,”  Robinson 
said. 

Robinson wanted to start her thesis right after her 
sophomore seminar, a class that is a requirement for 
Honors Program graduates. She wanted to open up her 
senior year to study abroad in England for a semester and 
to catch up on internships. 

“My advice for students who are interested in doing a 
thesis is to be self-disciplined and be able to make time on 
top of other course work,” Robinson said. “If you plan to go 
to grad school it is a good idea to do this and to have it on 
your application.”

Interested students can find Honors Program information 
on Malone’s website and can contact Dr. Steve Jensen, 
chair of the English department and director of the Honors 
Program, for any questions or concerns. 
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